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ECHO SESSIONS IN FEBRUARY 
On February 5, 2022, the North America provinces will hold the first of two 
Echo sessions of the Congregational Chapter. The session will focus on the 
31st Congregational Chapter’s call to Radical Transformation and the 

Continued on next page                 

Green Corner 
In the last issue of Items of 
Interest, we announced that 
Our Lady of Charity of the 
Good Shepherd will join the 
global Catholic community 
and participate in Pope 
Francis’ seven-year journey 
toward sustainability and 
integral ecology by developing 
a Laudato Si´ Action Plan.  
Units, provinces, Sisters, and 
Partners-in-Mission are 
invited to join as co-creators of 
a sustainable future through 
our local institutions, 
communities, and families.  

Continued on p. 21

The first of two echo sessions of the Congregational Chapter is on February 5, 2022.

http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com


s i s t e r s  o f  t h e  g o o d  s h e p h e r d  ~  p r o v i n c e  o f  m i d - n o r t h  a m e r i c a       J A N - F E B  2 0 2 2

i t e m s  o f  i n t e r e s t                                          w w w . s i s t e r s o f t h e g o o d s h e p h e r d . c o m  2

Ripple Cont’d from p. ___PROVINCE NEWS
Echo, Cont’d from p. 1

Congregational Assembly of 
Contemplative Sisters (CACS). 
Times for the sessions are  

• Pacific 8:00–10:30 am 
• Central 10:00 am–12:30 pm 
• Eastern 11:00 am–1:30 pm 

The second session on February 18 
will focus on the Congregational 
Direction Statement and its six Calls 
to Action. Times are the same as 
February 5. If you need a copy of the 
Direction Statement, please contact 
Erica Donermeyer at 
edonermeyer@gspmna.org. 

The Echo sessions are inter-
province and all Sisters and 
Partners-in-Mission are invited to 
participate. 

Mid-North America Province 
Leader, Sister Madeleine Munday, 
said, “Universality, Partnership, 
Formation for Mission, Justice as 

right relationship and inclusion, 
Care for Creation – these themes 
from the 31st Congregational 
Chapter echo in my heart.  

“We heard them across the province 
and the region of North America as 
we prepared for our own province 
chapter, and in the world-wide 
preparation for the Congregational 
Chapter through ICAs (inter-
continental assemblies) and cross-
congregational Zooms.  

“Preparation on multiple levels 
during 2019-2021 culminated in the 
high point of the Congregational 
Chapter,” she said. 

“The work of the Chapter continues 
with implementation of the 
Direction Statement, taking to heart 
all that is proclaimed and desired in 
the six Calls to Action, including the 
new governance structure. I look 

forward to integrating our own 
province Direction Statement with 
that of the Congregational Chapter.  
“Together we can forward the global 
mission of Our Lady of Charity of 
the Good Shepherd in our corner of 
the world and beyond,” Sr. 
Madeleine said.

Madeleine Munday, RGS

Sisters and partners-in-mission 
have begun reviewing a model for a 
new governance structure for the 
congregation, as accepted by the 
Congregational Chapter in 
December and put forth in the 
Direction Statement.  

Governance is one of the six calls to 
action outlined in the 
Congregational Chapter Direction 
Statement. During the organizing 
process for the Good Shepherd 
mission, Sisters and partners-in-
mission will collaborate, network, 
and share resources for each of the 
calls to action. 
A. New governance structure 
B. International Formation team 
C. Universal culture of justice 
D. Partnership 
E. Congregational Strategic Plan 
F. Finance resources 

On January 14th and January 18th, 
the provinces of Mid-North America 
and Central South, Brigid Lawlor, 
RGS, and Angela Aufdemberge, 
President and CEO of Vista Maria, 
and Life Seekers committee 
members, discussed the new 
governance structure and its 
framework. Similar conversations 
are taking place in all regions 
throughout the congregation.  

The key word that has been used 
throughout the Life Seekers is 
flexibility. Angela Aufdemberge 
shared that “As a global 
organization, the governance 
structure must meet the needs of 
growing geographies as well as those 
that are experiencing 
diminishment. The options for  

  Continued on next page

The Journey continues with governance structure

Angela Aufdemberge, President 
and CEO of Vista Maria and 
member of the Life Seekers 
committee. 

http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
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organizing within the new model 
provide each area with the flexibility 
to adopt and implement a structure 
that meets their unique needs. The 
other amazing thing is that we have 
the freedom to adopt one structure 
today and as circumstances and 
learning occurs, we can evolve and 
adjust the structure in new ways, 
Angela said.” 
Models will look different across the 
congregation and across provinces 
(soon to be called Regions). While 
Sisters and partners-in-mission 
begin to know one another and build 
relationships with each other and 
discuss multiple possibilities around 
the new model, the reality is that the 
timeline for implementation is still 
some time away.  
The Congregational Leadership 
Team will transition on April 24, 
2022. The team is then tasked with 
organizing within six months a 
congregational implementation 
committee (CIC) to assist the 
provinces. 

As part of the introduction to the 
Zoom calls in January, Sister Carol 
Pregno, a member of the Chapter 
Liturgy Committee and member of 
Central South U.S. Province, 
reminded participants about the 
journey the provinces and 
congregation began two and a half 
years ago: 
• the global call for possible 

chapter issues and concerns;  
• the Congregational Chapter 

Planning Committee (CCPC) 
gleanings of all the responses;  

• the intersection of the 2019 
International Coordinating 
Committee (ICC) report Zeal 
Calls Us to Respond;  

• the emergence of the chapter 
themes;  

• COVID-19;  
• adapting to the virtual 

environment;  
• the virtual Inter-Continental 

Assemblies (vICA), all 8 of them;  
• three Resource videos;  
• Sisters Under 50 Gathering;  
• Cross-Congregational zooms;  
• Province Chapters and electing 

delegates;  
• the powerful Congregational 

Leadership Team Report; and 
• the Congregational Assembly of 

Contemplative Sisters (CACS).  
“What a grace-filled journey!” Sr. 
Carol said. 
Participants of the Zoom sessions 
felt energized and validated by the 
interactive process for discussing 
the action step in the Direction 
Statement for governance.  
“It’s amazing that a virus that keeps 
us apart physically actually helped 
us connect more deeply as the larger 
family of Good Shepherd. I’ve loved 
hearing so many new voices.  I know 
the future will hold challenges, but I 

can’t wait to see the beauty that is 
coming,” said David Short, partner-
in-mission at Maryhurst and 
member of the Congregational 
Chapter Planning Committee 
(CCPC). 
Joan Clancy is a member of the 
Companions of Jesus the Good 
Shepherd. She said, “The January 
zoom calls continued to solidify the 
surprising Emmaus experience that 
ICA has been for the Companions. 
“Something dynamic has happened 
within our group that moved us 
from being committed women on a 
path together to a deepening 
recognition of Jesus' presence 
within each of us, and among us as a 
group.   
“We have initiated Sunday Zoom 
gatherings, and incredible shared 
prayer experiences have blossomed. 
We especially look forward to the 
ongoing formation the new 
Direction Statement promises,” 
Joan said. 

Continued on next pageCarol Pregno, RGS

David Short, partner-in-mission

http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
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Sister Olga Cristobal has been 
missioned to four countries: 
Taiwan,Kenya, Albania, and the U.S. 
She feels good about the creative 
process that is unfolding for the 
governance structure. 
“Today in our plans for restructuring 
we have so many resources to 
prepare us. We have many materials 
to read, Zoom calls to participate in, 
and discussions in the community!  
“What is to be feared in 
experimenting? If it doesn’t work, at 
least we tried. That’s how I felt in my 

missions to other countries. There’s 
always an alternative. After trying 
and it doesn’t work, then leave it to 
God,” Sr. Olga said.  
Maureen McGowan, Province 
Leader of the New York/
Toronto Province, reflected on the 
movement of the Holy Spirit in both 
the Contemplative Assembly and the 
Congregational Chapter.  

Sister Maureen said, “The Spirit was 
with us as we discussed who will be 
asked to lead the Congregation into 
the future. There was such a 
peaceful consensus in the group as 
we discussed who our future leaders 
would be.  
“I, and the New York/Toronto 
Province, look forward to our next 
steps as together, across North 
America, Sisters and partners in 
mission plan for our future, a future 
focused on our mission and the care 
of our Sisters as well as the Chapter 
Direction Statement,” she said.  
Sister Brigid Lawlor chaired the Life 
Seekers Committee, which oversaw 
the process for developing the draft 
framework for the governance 
model. She said, "What has been 

wonderful about our “Life Seeking” 
as it relates to reconfiguration, is the 
beauty of our interconnectedness 
with one another locally, as a 
province (now) and moving towards 
a region, congregationally and 
universally.  
“Together we are focused on the 
great expansiveness of mission. 
“Whether we are getting smaller or 
larger, older or younger, we are 
producing energy and life-giving 
hope to and with one another and all 
who are impacted by our charism. 
What a precious gift!  
“Thank you for being a life-seeker on 
this challenging journey!” Sr. Brigid 
said.”   

Continued on next page

Joan Clancy, Companions of Jesus 
the Good Shepherd

Olga Cristobal, RGS Brigid Lawlor, RGS

Maureen McGowan, RGS

Together we are focused on 
the great expansiveness of 

mission.

http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
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Governance structure approved at the Congregational 
Chapter

… Drawn by Divine Mystery and inspired by the 
spirit of Saint John Eudes and Saint Mary Euphrasia 
we commit to respond with a new vision, to cross 
boundaries, to take account of local and global 
realities, and, the intense sufferings of our time.  
“As never before in history, common destiny beckons 
us to seek a new beginning… Let ours be a time 
remembered for the awakening of a new reverence 
for life, the firm resolve to achieve sustainability, the 
quickening of the struggle for justice and peace, and 
the joyful celebration of life.”  
(Cited in Laudato Si´ Paragraph 207 - Earth Charter, The 
Hague 29 June 2000)  

Trusting in the grace of transformation we pledge to 
respond to the new that is emerging. We set 
directions to be integrated, sustainable, and 
ecological. Informed by updated theological 
perspectives, systems-thinking and rights-based 
approaches, we will implement, monitor, evaluate 
and adapt accordingly with good policies and 
practices in relationships and ministries.  
Courageously and wholeheartedly, we commit to the 
Calls to Action.

From the Congregational 
Chapter Direction Statement 

Mystery Photo 
It’s time for another mystery photo 
from the Province Archives. Monte 
Abbott, Province Archvist, needs 
your help in identifying the 
photograph on the left.  
Does anyone have information 
about what is going on in this 
photograph? When the event might 
have taken place? And where the 
photo was taken? The archives 
contains the photo, but there is no 
accompanying historical data.

http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
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Sisters make headline news

The interview with Sr. Winifred on BBC addressed her 
reflections on the United Nations as a Gospel space, 
which the reporter gleaned from a blog posted on the 
PMNA website. Read it at https://bit.ly/3u9HNG4

Sister Anna Tram Nguyen is a 
caseworker with Bilingual 
International Assistant Services, a 
nonprofit in St. Louis, Missouri, that 
helps foreign-born seniors access 
critical financial, health, and social 
assistance. Many of them are 
refugees or immigrants with limited 
English-speaking skills. Sister Tram 
made headline news for the 
Christmas cheer she and 15 groups 
of volunteers brought to the agency’s 
clients on Christmas Day. They 
visited more than 70 homes of 

mostly widowed or single seniors 
from various countries, bringing 
them hot meals and Christmas gift 
bags. 
Sister Winifred Doherty, the 
Good Shepherd representative at the 
United Nations, caught the attention 
of print and broadcast media when 
she challenged some of the world’s 
richest corporations and their 
executives on their commitments to 
the human rights of the world’s 
poorest, including Elon Musk, who 
developed the Tesla car and whose 

net worth is $192 billion. Reporters 
spoke with Sr. Winifred about her 
views on neo-capitalism, the UN as a 
gospel space, and the ethics of 
Tesla’s supply chain. Her statement 
on the floor of last year’s investor 
meeting of Tesla (New York/Toronto 
Province is a shareholder) caught 
the media’s attention when she 
openly asked, “Why can’t you take 
this ingenuity and use it on behalf of 
people?”  
Find her interviews at https://bit.ly/
3IJX5Ft and https://bit.ly/32ESvsD.

Sister Anna Tram Nguyen (left) delivered a meal and 
spent time with housebound Colombian immigrant Maria 
Duquebuitrago on Christmas Day.

http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
https://bit.ly/3u9HNG4
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About twenty years ago, each of the three North American 
provinces independently created a central archives to hold 
and preserve important records that tell the story of Good 
Shepherd work in North America. Each province invested 
significant time and resources gathering founding 
documents, photos, board minutes, and many other types 
of records. This work was critical for preserving much of 
the historical Good Shepherd record in North America.  
Since then, convents and programs have evolved, with 
some transitioning and some closing. I have responded by 
continuing the original acquisition efforts of the three 
archives.  
I now work across province boundaries to support all 
three archives in managing information requests, 
monitoring preservation conditions, and acquiring and 
integrating new records into the archives. 
Most recently, I visited the Central South communities of 
Green Bay, El Paso, and Dallas. When I arrive at a 
convent or program, I begin by getting to know the 
people, asking about their lives and histories, viewing 
records rooms, and exploring buildings.  
Often, the conversations lead to the recognition or 
rediscovery of important historical materials that are 
endangered by storage conditions, decay, or pests. 
Sometimes, important records may be viewed as 
“discardable” because a set criteria has not been adopted 
across provinces.  
I organize, index, and box the records, and ship them to 
the province archives. Once the boxes arrive, I carefully 
unpack each box, check shipping manifests, and spread 
the records out across an entire room.  
Organizing and filing one collection of historical records 
can take a year or more. I examine the records numerous 
times in a complex work flow where each record is 
individually read, understood, assessed for historical 
importance, cleaned, repaired or conserved, added to a 
permanent index, and finally, filed into archival folders 
and boxes, labeled, and shelved. 
Work was scheduled to begin in January on the Green 
Bay, El Paso, and Dallas records, but COVID intervened, 
and the trip was postponed. Current projects in St. Louis 
include integrating several new collections, including 
those from the Good Shepherd Mediation Program in 
Philadelphia, Good Shepherd Shelter in Los Angeles, and 
local communities that have closed. Work in the New 

York archives continues as well, where I am executing a 
very large project to sort, organize, and house records 
from about 20 programs and communities.  
So what is next? For now, I am staying close to home, 
working in the St. Louis archives. I plan to visit Carrollton 
as soon as possible. A New York trip will likely be 
scheduled later in the summer.  

Keeping archival records across provinces 
By Monte Abbott, PMNA Archivist

http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
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Want a PMNA photo directory? Contact Jeanette 
at jmcdermott@gspmna.org

Exploring Intersections: 
affordable healthcare 
The healthcare system in the U.S. has long been a 
swinging pendulum of high expectations and abysmal 
failures. Join Exploring Intersections on February 9 at 3 
p.m. CST for a conversation on the problems with our 
existing system and how we can help stanch the bleeding.  
The Exploring Intersections webinar series is a 
collaboration between Leadership Conference for Women 
Religious (LCWR) Region X and the Communicators for 
St. Louis Catholic Sisters (CSLS). A different webinar 
topic has been presented online every second Wednesday 
of the month for the past 12 months. The last episode of 
the webinar series is on March 9, 2022.  
The final presentation engages three of the five Sisters 
from LCWR Region X who originally conceived the idea 
of the year-long monthly webinar series with CSLS. 
Sisters will look back at what has been shared about the 
intersectionality of racism, migration, and climate within 
the construct of what has been shared in the webinar 
series. They will talk about what struck them the most; 
what they gleaned from the conversations; and what they 
have heard from others in response to the conversations.  
Action items, on behalf of the three Sister panelists, 
include their own most pressing thoughts, as well as 
encouragement for people to continue the conversation 
and to revisit the 12 topic conversations via the Exploring 

Intersections Facebook page, podcast, and YouTube 
channel.  
• Learn more about the series and register for the 

February and March episodes https://bit.ly/
3ubSN5H 

• Watch the episodes on YouTube https://bit.ly/
3ocpk7U 

• Join the conversations on Facebook https://bit.ly/
35BMEFL

Announcements and News Tidbits

Province Directory changes: 
• Sr. Jean Marie Fernandez is missioned to 

the Singapore-Malaysia Province 
• Sr. Mary Charlotte Kirst is a part of the 

Danville community  
• Sr. Bernadette Faulhaber has joined the 

Sisters at Mason Pointe 

The 2021 Annual Report for Good Shepherd 
Volunteers spotlights volunteers and alumni and 
reports on the impact of the work of the 
volunteers. 
https://www.gsvolunteers.org/annualreport 

Mark your calendars: 
• February 18: Echo session #2 of the 

Congregational Chapter. This is a 
continuation of Echo session #1 that will be 
held on February 5, 2022. 

• April 28: CORA Services 50th anniversary 
fundraising gala. Learn more https://
e.givesmart.com/events/o8s/ 

• April 24: Transition from the outgoing to the 
incoming Congregational Leadership Team 

• National Catholic Sisters Week is March 
8-14, with Laudato Si´ as this year’s theme. 
Learn more at https://catholicsistersweek.org

PROVINCE NEWS

mailto:jmcdermott@gspmna.org
http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
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https://bit.ly/35BMEFL
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Saint Mary Euphrasia said, “One 
inspires children of noble lineage to 
become virtuous by speaking to 
them about the virtues of their 
ancestors: one tells them of their 
adventures, their exploits, their 
good characteristics and so lead 
them to become brave and generous 
as they were.” 
In this same spirit, the Office of 
Mission Effectiveness created and 
launched a six-part video series on 
YouTube called “The Life and 
Mission of St. Mary Euphrasia.”  
I wanted to keep the video scripts 
short enough to be used in staff 
meetings and learning sessions. I 
also wanted the videos to be 
conversational and not formatted as 
a lecture. Courtney Lucas, partner-
in-mission at Maryhurst, helped me 
achieve this by joining me in 
conversation about St. Mary 
Euphrasia during the video tapings.  
The video series comes with a 
printable reflection booklet that 
includes questions for connecting 
and reflecting. My hope is that the 
videos will be used for new 
employee orientation, Board 
formation, staff meetings, retreats, 
personal reflection, and/or small 
group reflections. 
In January, I began using the videos 
in virtual “Lunch and Learn” 
sessions with Sisters and partners-
in-mission in Mid-North America. I 
used the video series in a small 
group setting with province 
leadership and staff at the Province 
Center and at Vista Maria in 
Dearborn Heights, Michigan. Each 
group met for one hour each week 
for three weeks. 

Participants heard about young 
Rose Virginie and explored Mary 
Euphrasia’s life as a child on 
Noirmoutier Island, in France. We 
discussed what she was like as a 
teenager, her time in a boarding 
school, and how she became a Sister 
and rose to leadership.  
We looked at our own lives and 
influences, and discussed what 
brought us to Good Shepherd and 
our connection to the mission.  
We also discussed the creation of 
the Good Shepherd congregation 
and its global expansion. We learned 
about the famed tunnel she had 
built in Angers, France, her conflicts 
with the Bishop of Angers, and her 
lasting legacy. And perhaps most 

importantly, we discussed what all 
of that has to do with us today. 
The videos are available in English, 
French, and Spanish. We are 
working on producing the series 
with subtitles in Chinese. You can 
find them on the Mission 
Effectiveness YouTube channel at 
https://bit.ly/3H9CbiF. 
My goal is for everyone to have 
access to our founding stories, so 
that we may connect with our past, 
ourselves, and each other. St. Mary 
Euphrasia believed in supporting 
each other. She said, “If you always 
love one another, if you always 
uphold one another, you will be able 
to work wonders!” This rings true 
today.

l-r: Lizzie Cody, Director, Office of Mission Effectiveness, and Courtney 
Lucas, partner-in-mission at Maryhurst, discuss the life and mission of St. 
Mary Euphrasia in a video series on YouTube.

Lunch and Learn series features the life and mission of Saint 
Mary Euphrasia 
By Lizzie Cody, Director, Office of Mission Effectiveness

https://bit.ly/3H9CbiF
http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
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MINISTRY NEWS
Chance encounter at Good Shepherd Services Atlanta 
leads to reunion of mother and son torn apart by war  
By Jeanette McDermott, PMNA Communications Coordinator

During the final days of the Vietnam 
War 47 years ago, a young nun in 
the Vietnam Mekong Delta helped a 
toddler escape to safety as the city of 
Saigon began to collapse. Jason was 
a mixed-race baby born to a 
Vietnamese-French mother. 
As communist North Vietnamese 
forces advanced through South 
Vietnam, the people grew terrified 
of what would happen when the 
Communists took control of the 
country. They feared that the 
Communists would burn children 
whose fathers were U.S. soldiers or 
brutally murder any mixed-race 
infants and toddlers.  
Operation Babylift begins 
On April 4, 1975, the U.S. 
government began a military 
operation called “Operation 
Babylift.” Children from Vietnam 
were boarded onto transport aircraft 
and flown to western countries for 
adoption.  
Many frantic mothers saw the 
evacuation to western countries as 
their children’s only chance of 
survival. Commercial flights into 
and out of Vietnam had ended 
months earlier. Operation Babylift 
was the only way for parents to 
evacuate their children from South 
Vietnam.  
As parent’s desperation grew, they 
began to give their children to 
nurses, nuns, volunteers, and U.S. 
military crew members, hoping they 
would give them a chance to survive. 
The last flight with children left 
South Vietnam on April 14, 1975. 
More than 3,300 babies and 
children were evacuated from 

Saigon during Operation Babylift, 
including 18-month-old Jason.  
The nun in the story is a Good 
Shepherd Sister 
The nun who had helped Jason 
escape was Good Shepherd Sister 
Christine My Hanh Truong, who 
now serves as Executive Director of 
Good Shepherd Services (GSS) in 
Atlanta, and is a member of the 
Province Leadership Team. 
GSS serves the Vietnamese 
population in Atlanta, as well as U.S. 
adoptive parents who want to learn 
about the culture and traditions of 
Vietnam so they can raise their 
adoptive children with knowledge of 
their roots. Sister Christine 
described those final days of 

Saigon’s collapse as harrowing, 
chaotic, and excruciating.   
“The children’s lives were in 
immediate danger. We had to get as 
many babies out of Saigon as fast as 
we could. Every day was chaotic 
with everything happening so fast. 
The first plane with babies on it 
crashed shortly after take-off and 
many babies, children, and adults 
died. But we had to keep going to 
save as many of the other children 
as we could,” she said. 
Many organizations were involved 
in evacuating babies and children. 
Paperwork was not first on anyone’s 
mind during those chaotic days. 
Survival is what mattered.  

Continued on next 

Cardboard boxes become cribs for infants in Operation Babylift.

http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
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“There were Vietnamese agencies 
and organizations from different 
western countries. Taking the babies 
from heartbroken mothers and 
evacuating them got very emotional, 
confusing, and chaotic. It became 
nearly impossible to tell which 
papers belonged to which child,”  Sr. 
Christine said.  

Today, the Vietnamese adoptee-run 
nonprofit, Operation Reunite, is 
using DNA testing to match 
adoptees with their Vietnamese 
families. This is how Jason found 
his birth mother. How Jason found 
Sr. Christine is another story. 

Chance encounter with Sister 
Christine 
About four years ago, two men came 
to the Good Shepherd Services 
center in Atlanta. One of the men 
was filling out paperwork, and the 
other one was standing. Sr. 
Christine asked the man standing if 
he would like to sit down. She spoke 
to him in Vietnamese. He replied in 
English that he didn’t understand 
what she was saying.  

Most of the clients at the center are 
Vietnamese immigrants or refugees, 
so the man’s answer surprised her. 
Taking a closer look at the man, Sr. 
Christine asked him his name. He 
replied, “Jason.” 

With wide open eyes, Sr. Christine 
talked about helping a mixed-race 
baby named Jason escape Saigon 47 
years ago.  

Jason listened as she described how 
she had placed the baby in the arms 
of a Dutch woman who had 
emigrated to America and offered to 
adopt him. She had already adopted 
two Vietnamese girls and assured 
Sr. Christine that she would adopt 
Jason too. Her name was Lya. 

“Is Lya your adoptive mother’s 
name? Is that baby from the Saigon 
airlift 47 years ago, you?” Sr. 
Christine asked Jason. 
“Yes,” he answered.  
The two of them stood 
dumbfounded by this chance 
encounter. Jason asked Sr. Christine 
if she had any knowledge of his birth 
mother. She did not, but the 
unfolding of events with Sr. 
Christine had motivated Jason and 
ultimately led him on a quest to find 
his biological mother, with the help 
of a cousin in California. Jason sent 
his cousin a DNA sample, and the 
cousin used it to find a match for 
Jason’s mother.  
Family reunion 
Jason’s biological mother and her 
brother, Jason’s uncle, came to 
Atlanta after Christmas to meet 
Jason and to thank the nun and 
adoptive mother for saving his life 
so many years ago. 

Continued on next page

Jason Engelken as he looked when he was evacuated from Saigon.

Babylift, Cont’d from p. 10

Top: Children onboard “Operation 
Babylift” look out windows as the 
aircraft flies to the US. Bottom: Babies 
arrive in the U.S. from Saigon.

http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
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Jason didn’t know what to do when 
they arrived because he doesn’t 
speak Vietnamese. Sister Christine 
suggested that he bring his mother 
and uncle to Good Shepherd 
Services so she could translate.  
“And so, we had a reunion with 
Jason and his mother and uncle, 
Lya, and me. Everybody was numb. 
It was really hard for any of us to 
believe what was happening,” said 
Sr. Christine. 
Checking to make sure the 
claim is valid 
Sister Christine wanted to make 
sure that everything was OK, and 
that the woman who claimed to be 
Jason’s mother was in fact his 
biological mother.  

She peppered the woman with 
questions about that fateful day in 
April 1975. She could only have 
received answers from the mother 
who had released her child for 
evacuation from Saigon.  

Jason’s biological mother pulled out 
a photograph of the toddler. The 
picture shows a baby with curly 
brown hair being held by a Good 
Shepherd Sister from Ireland.  

Sister Christine remembered that 
moment 47 years ago when Sr.  
Bernadette Sullivan held the baby 
before he was evacuated. The 
photograph and responses to her 
questions convinced Sr. Christine 
that the reunion was legitimate. 
Jason’s mother now lives in France 
with her brother, who sponsored her 
immigration. Jason cannot 
communicate with them because of 
the language barrier, but he is happy 
to know he has a biological family. 

On February 1, the Vietnamese New 
Year (Year of the Tiger), there will 

be a big and festive celebration at 
Good Shepherd Services for 
Vietnamese people who were 
adopted as babies. There are many 
Vietnamese adults who were 
adopted as children in Atlanta, 
according to Sr. Christine. 
A film production company in 
France has expressed interest in 
producing a documentary about the 
reunions.  
“Good Shepherd Services Atlanta 
has a long history of doing things to 
demonstrate how God brings much 
joy to others,” said Sr. Christine. 
“Sister Bernadette Sullivan, our 
beloved Irish missionary in heaven, 
will be so delighted to read this 
story,” she said.

Babylift, Cont’d from p. 11

L-R: Jason’s stepbrother Phuong Lu, Jason, Jason’s uncle Jacques Maurice, Sr. 
Christine, Jason’s biological mother Jeanne Maurice and his adoptive mother 
Lya Engelken.

Good Shepherd 
Services Atlanta
Good Shepherd Services 
Atlanta is a nonprofit 
organization that provides 
outreach services to refugees 
and immigrants, with a 
special focus on those in need 
from Asian backgrounds, 
including those of Burmese, 
Chinese, Cambodian, Laotian, 
Thai, and Vietnamese origin. 
For information about the 
ministry or to send a 
donation, please contact 
shepherdatlanta@yahoo.com  
or call (770) 455- 9379. 

http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
https://www.goodshepherdatl.org/
https://www.goodshepherdatl.org/
mailto:shepherdatlanta@yahoo.com
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First Lady of Kentucky meets young artists at Maryhurst

First Lady of Kentucky Brittany Beshear visited 
Maryhurst in December to meet the young 
artists who shared what being thankful looks like 
to them during the holiday season.  
"I am grateful for this community that provides 
hope and support to Kentucky's kids," she 
remarked about Maryhurst.  
Beshear is a long-time community volunteer and 
advocate for some of Kentucky’s most vulnerable 
children. She served on the board of directors for 
Maryhurst from 2013 to 2019. She founded the 
Hope Gallery, located in the Office of the 
Attorney General, to give a voice to Kentucky 
children who face adversities and to highlight art 
therapy programs. 

The Bridge Way School in Philadelphia is a Pennsylvania-
licensed high school for students (grades 9-12) struggling 
with substance use and co-occurring mental health 
disorders. Students at the Bridge Way School wanted to 
create an uplifting mural that would represent the things 
that tie themselves all together - recovery, awareness, 
queerness, a space for mental health. CORA case manager 
and artist, Becky McIntyre, has been assisting the 

students at The Bridge Way School with creating the 
mural in collaboration with Walls For Justice. Walls for 
Justice seeks to empower and enhance the platform of 
social movements, communities, people of color, and all 
other marginalized groups through the use of murals, 
beautification projects, demonstrations, and other artistic 
mediums. 

Empowerment through art murals

http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
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GSAC February online exhibit 
Davion Henry is the featured online artist at Good Shepherd Arts 
Center (GSAC) through the month of February. Sister Glynis 
McManamon, Executive Director of GSAC, was drawn to 
Davion's work the moment she saw it at the Ferguson Farmers 
Market last fall, where he was a featured artist. 
“The artwork of his heads jumped out at me. They had an 
archetypal feeling. Some were very cartoon-like, yet I was struck 
by the intense emotion I saw in his large heads; they were 
powerfully expressive,” she said.  
Davion said being able to create is everything to him. “I never 
want to stick to sameness. With my art I try to explore and peer 
into life’s struggles, joys, and other emotions, either my own or 
universal. With these experiences I try to mix Realism, 
Impressionism, and even some contemporary elements to 
further exaggerate a piece,” he said.  
GSAC online exhibits rotate on a monthly basis. The exhibit page 
goes live on the first of the month, and the exhibits are switched 
out on the last day of the month. You can see this month’s exhibit 
at https://goodshepherdarts.org/davion-henry 
Locally, people can see Davion’s art on display at the St. Peter's 
United Church of Christ Community Resource Center in 
Ferguson, Missouri, from February 5 - March 19.

Gratitude Expressed

Type to enter text

A note of gratitude from a Vista Maria resident 
for the gifts received this past Christmas from 
Vista Maria’s Holiday Wish List donors. The 
children’s thank-you letters are being designed 
into a collage to be distributed to all Wish List 
sponsors and donors to show them the immense 
gratitude felt for their generosity. 

https://goodshepherdarts.org/davion-henry
http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
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Our Litany of Gratitude 
By Bernadette Faulhaber, RGS, and Mary Charlotte Kirst, RGS

We are grateful that Boutwells Landing welcomed our 
Sisters to receive all levels of excellent medical care, 
including the Sister’s end of life. 
We are grateful for their loving and compassionate service 
and joyful spirit shown in the staff that has overflowed to 
all of the residents. 
We are grateful for the many friendships that have 
developed with our neighbors and residents by joining 
them in various groups and activities.  
We are grateful that Boutwells allowed our Sisters to have 
Catholic worship and services to meet the spiritual needs 
of the Catholic residents.  
We will miss the wonderful, joyful, and welcoming spirit 
of the Sunday Masses, created by our Sisters with two 
chaplains – Fr. Bill Kenney and Fr. Jerome “Jerry” Keiser.  
Residents from the different levels of care, who could 
attend, were welcomed to these Sunday Masses, and at 
times their family members were welcomed, as well. 
Several residents served as Readers and Eucharistic 
Ministers at all Sunday and weekday Masses. Working 
alongside with the other two chaplains from Boutwells – 
Chaplain Erik Anderson and Chaplain Kris Linner — has 
been a wonderful and added experience. 
We are grateful that Fr. Jerry will continue to serve the 
Catholic community here and that a group of faithful 
residents have volunteered to replace us in assisting 
Father. This new group has chosen the name Our Lady of 
Peace Committee at Boutwells. 
We are grateful to have lived with, and helped in the care 
of our Sisters, and to have experienced this wonderful 
spirit at Boutwells Landing. We are grateful that 
Boutwells Landing welcomed our Sisters to receive all 
levels of excellent medical care, including the Sister’s end 
of life. We are grateful for their loving and compassionate 
service and joyful spirit shown in the staff that has 
overflowed to all of the residents. 

We are grateful for the many friendships that have 
developed with our neighbors and residents by joining 
them in various groups and activities. We will especially 
miss the wonderful, joyful, and welcoming spirit of the 
Sunday Masses, created by our Sisters with two chaplains 
– Fathers Bill Kenney and Jerome “Jerry” Keiser. 

Continued on next page

Good Shepherd Sisters Bernadette Faulhaber and Mary Charlotte Kirst had lived independently at Presbyterian Homes 
at Boutwells Landing, near St. Paul, Minnesota, for 17 years combined. They left Boutwells in January, 2022, on new 
mission assignments. Sister Bernadette moved to Mason Pointe, and Sr. Mary Charlotte left to live in the Danville 
community. As they packed their belongings to leave the Boutwells community and outreach ministries, the Sisters 
reflected on their years there. They penned these words as gratitude for the blessings they received.

Sister Liz Schille (right) and partners-in-mission Linda 
and Jim McKane load up furnishings from Good 
Shepherd Sisters’ apartments at Boutwells Landing to 
donate to a local family in need.

http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
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Gratitude, Cont’d from p. 15

This new group has chosen the 
name Our Lady of Peace Committee 
at Boutwells. We are grateful to have 
lived with, and helped in the care of 
our Sisters, and to have experienced 
this wonderful spirit at Boutwells 
Landing.  
Our Sisters have ministered and 
served in the Archdiocese of St Paul 
and Minneapolis for more than 150 
years. Although the Good Shepherd 
community has left Boutwells 
Landing, Good Shepherd continues 
in the area with the presence of Sr. 
Rose Vu and our partners in 
mission.   

We are grateful and privileged to 
have lived in and been a part of the 
Boutwells community.   

Finally, we are most grateful and 
impressed by the generosity of 
Linda and Jim McKane, our 
neighbors who came to help Sisters 
Mercy DeLeon and Liz Schille 
relocate our furniture and other 
apartment items to a charitable 
thrift store in Baldwin, Wisconsin.  

The thrift shop is called “Adoray’s 
Treasures from the Heart.” They 
help raise funds in support of 
Adoray Home Health and Hospice 
patients in the local community. 
Linda and Jim took many trips from 
Boutwells to this shop, with the help 
of their friends. Other friends with 
connections to Good Shepherd, and 
some Boutwells’ residents, took 
other items.  

Sister Mary Charlotte moved from 
the Los Angeles community to 
Boutwells in August, 2015. When 
asked what she is most looking 
forward to about living in the 
Danville community, Sr. Mary 
Charlotte responded: “While 
reflecting on this question, I realized 
that I had packed at the end of the 
year 2021, and I moved  the 

beginning of the year in January 
2022. So, I am looking forward to 
the next journey in my life and 
seeing what God has in store for me 
as I settle in with another one of our 
Good Shepherd communities and 
live with other religious 
congregations.  
Sister Bernadette left Louisville after 
working 34 years with girls at 

Maryhurst and was missioned to the 
retirement community in St. Paul in 
2005. She moved to Boutwells in 
2011.  
Sister Bernadette said the most 
exciting part about being at Mason 
Pointe is being in community with 
the Sisters, especially when COVID 
restrictions are removed and they 
can gather together.

A neighbor of Sisters Bernadette and Mary Charlotte, Jim McKane, enlisted 
the help of John Schmitt, who owns an excavation business, and his truck to 
move motorized recliners and other heavy furniture from the Sisters’ 
apartment at Boutwells to a charitable thrift store in Baldwin, Wisconsin. John 
sent two of his sons to pick up a load. Ben (left) is a junior in college and Bob 
is a junior in high school. The Sisters were delighted to meet the two boys and 
watch them pick up the heavy furniture without effort.

https://adoray.org
https://adoray.org
https://adoray.org
http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
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Our Lady of Peace Committee at Boutwells, the 
new Catholic group carrying on the work started 
by Sisters Bernadette and Mary Charlotte, 
published a farewell article in the Catholic 
Community newsletter. It read:  
With sadness, the Boutwells community has said 
good-bye to the last of the Good Shepherd 
Sisters. Sisters Bernadette and Charlotte left in 
January, Sr. Bernadette to return to St. Louis and 
Sr.. Charlotte to a position in Pennsylvania.  

They served the community for many years in 
various roles. The latest ministry included help 
as sacristans for the Catholic Masses. It is with 
loving gratitude we wish them well as they go.  

We are eternally grateful that Fr. Jerry will 
continue to serve the community. The volunteer 
committee will continue the ministry that the 
Good Shepherd Sisters did so wonderfully. God 
bless them. 

Our Lady of Peace 
Committee at Boutwells 
Landing says goodbye to 
Sisters Bernadette and 
Mary Charlotte

Our Lady of Peace Committee at Boutwells 
from l-r: Gary Faust and his wife Betty, 
Ludmila Voelker, Mary Spencer, and Fr. 
Jerome “Jerry” Keiser. 

A Mass of Christian Burial was offered for Good Shepherd 
Sister Louise McCoy in the chapel of the Cincinnati 
community, on January 26, 2022. A friend of the community, 
Walter Deye, SJ, served as celebrant. Sister Louise gifted her 
body to the University of Cincinnati two years ago, and her 
cremains were returned to the Cincinnati community just 
recently. During the homily, Fr. Walter had us reflect on Sr. 
Louise’s life. After each person spoke, he noted that Sr. 
Louise exemplified a saying by Saint Francis: “Preach the 
gospel at all times. Use words if necessary.” We all agreed 
that Sr. Louise’s last days were some of her best days.  
Submitted by Gayle Lwanga Crumbley, RGS

Mass of Christian Burial for Louise 
McCoy, RGS

Veronica Ferrao, RGS 
January 13, 1939 - December 30, 2021 
Read her Celebration of Life story in the next issue of 
Items of Interest. 

http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
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Christmas and New Year’s celebrations

http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
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Celebrations, cont’d from p. 17

http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
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Using the Laudato Si’ Action Platform to meet the 7 goals of Laudato Si’ 
The Laudato Si´ Action Platform helps Catholic institutions, communities, and families implement the seven goals of 
Laudato Si´ (graphics below). Its aim is to promote integral human development through a ground-up approach. Taking 
the ancient teachings of the Catholic faith and applying them to today’s ecological crisis, Laudato Si´ teaches that 
“everything is connected.” (LS 91) The neglect of our relationship with our divine Creator has led to weakened human 
relationships, and our world has become hotter, less stable, and more lifeless. We all suffer as a result, but the poorest and 
most vulnerable suffer the most. Standing on the firm ground of “three fundamental and closely intertwined relationships: 
with God, with our neighbor, and with the Earth itself,” we commit to setting out “on the long path of renewal.” (LS 66, 
202). How will you participate in the Laudato Si´ Action Platform?     Continued on next page

“Our goal is not to amass information or to satisfy 
curiosity, but rather to become painfully aware, to dare to 
turn what is happening to the world into our own 
personal suffering and thus to discover what each of us 
can do about it.” (LS 19)  
We embrace our rightful place in the “order and 
dynamism” that our Creator ordained, and we urgently 
embark on new ways of living with “creativity and 
enthusiasm.” (LS 221, 220). 

http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
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The Vatican’s Dicastery for the 
Promotion of Human and Integral 
Development sponsors the Laudato 
Si´ Action Platform (LSAP) for 
Catholic people, institutions, and 
communities to exchange ideas, ask 
questions, and inspire one another 
as we discover how to co-create and 
build a better future together. 
Taking a ground-up approach, LSAP 
is rooted in the strength of 
communities.  
Planning guides and other 
resources 
The website for the Laudato Si´ 
Action Platform has planning guides 
to help discern how we will meet the 
seven goals in Laudato Si´ 
successfully. It contains a library of 
resources that provide practical 
guidance and an event page for 
webinars and local actions. 
The website also showcases 
inspiring stories of people who are 

taking action and provides ways for 
participants to connect directly with 
one another.  
It’s easy to join the Laudato Si´ 
Action Platform. Just visit the 
website and use the tools and 
resources to make progress towards 
the seven Laudato Si´ Goals.  
When  you enroll,  you are joining a 
global community in a  journey 
toward sustainability. Enrollment 
gives you access to a personalized 
dashboard to plan and monitor your 
progress.  
Your dashboard includes a self-
assessment that includes questions 
about your current practices across 
the Laudato Si´ Goals to help you 
understand where you are starting 
and where you might go from here.  
After completing the self-
assessment, you will receive a 
report with the record of your 

answers, a carbon footprint, and a 
summary of key actions taken by 
participants. This will give you a 
sense of where the global 
community stands in this journey.  

You will then create and upload a 
reflection on how your values 
connect with the Laudato Si´ Goals. 
The final step of the process is 
to develop and upload your Laudato 
Si´ Action Plan. The website has 
tools to help with this.  

The Laudato Si´ Action Platform 
began in 2021 and is still being 
implemented in stages throughout 
2022. The goal is for everyone to 
complete their action plans within 
seven years. Learn more at https://
laudatosiactionplatform.org/ 

“Bring the whole human family 
together . . . for we know that things 
can change.” (Laudato Si´ 13)

Laudato Si´ Action Platform 
Building a better future together

https://laudatosiactionplatform.org/
https://laudatosiactionplatform.org/
https://laudatosiactionplatform.org/
http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
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CELEBRATION OF LIFE

Connie Thompson, RGS 
October 3, 1933 – December 3, 2021

Sister Constance Hope Theresa 
Thompson went to be with her 
Shepherd God December 3, 2021, 
just in time for Christmas, her 
favorite feast. She had many, many, 
nativity sets and had a special 
devotion to St. Joseph.  
Sister Connie was preceded in death 
by her mother and step father 
Kathleen and Hubert Burrows, as 
well as many dear cousins. 
Sr. Connie was originally from 
Washington, DC.  She entered Our 
Lady of Charity of the Good 
Shepherd in 1957.  She completed 
her novitiate in Baltimore, 
Maryland. Her first mission was in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. She 
celebrated her 60th Jubilee with the 
Cincinnati and St. Margaret Hall 
Communities this past November.   
Her favorite mission 
Sister Connie said her favorite 
mission was anytime she was able to 
work with mothers and babies. Her 
other favorite was working with 
girls who were difficult. She loved 
them, and they loved her. She 
believed the young women were  
judged rashly and felt they had 
many good qualities that went 
unnoticed. She believed that many 
were victims of circumstance. 
Another mission Sr. Connie 
remembered fondly was the shelter 
for domestic violence in Guam. She 
loved the Chamorro people, as well 
as the other groups that populated 
Guam and surrounding islands. 
Toward the end of her years of 
active ministry, she was missioned 
to Atlanta, Georgia. In Atlanta she 
worked at St. Thomas Manor as a 

night supervisor. She also worked at 
St. Vincent de Paul’s main office, 
and volunteered at Saint Joseph’s 
Hospital by visiting the patients.  
She also volunteered at St. Martin’s 
Food Pantry at Holy Cross. She was 
a member of a very loving 
community of sisters:  Sisters Anita 
Kristofco, Marilyn Kahl, and 
Christine My Hanh Truong.  
Even as Sr. Connie’s memories 
began to fade, she often spoke 
lovingly of these Sisters.  
Mourning her loss  
Sister Connie leaves many to mourn 
her loss. She is survived by very 
devoted cousins Jean and Wendell 
Mullins, Hollis and Gary Beverly, 
and their families. She will be 
missed by her St. Margaret Hall 
friends and residents. We thank all 
who cared for Sr. Connie while she 
resided at St. Margaret Hall, 
especially during her last illness. 

On the occasion of her 50th jubilee, 
Sr. Connie said, “I have loved my 
God deeper by working and being 
involved in the lives of the people 
who have touched my life. They 
have taught me a lot. They humbled 
me.” 
Sister Connie made a gift of her 
body to the University of Cincinnati. 
Submitted by Gayle Lwanga 
Crumbley, RGS 

From an interview with 
Jeanette McDermott 
I interviewed Sr. Connie in October, 
2021, when I visited the Good 
Shepherd Sisters in Cincinnati. 
What struck me during our visit was 
her vivacity and devotion to God.  

It took me back to the first time I 
met her in 2007. We were both 
enrolled in an Eco Literacy course 
with the Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate in Godfrey, Illinois. 
Somehow we got partnered up for 
projects and activities and ended up 
spending a lot of time together.  

She talked passionately about 
nature and how the heavenly and 
celestial bodies (sun, moon, stars, 
planets) have the ability to expand 
our collective consciousness about  
the universe and nature of God. Her 
words left an impression on me and 
led me to further studies in ecology 
and the New Cosmology. 

Sister Connie told me in the October 
interview, “What I remember most 
in my life is being a Good Shepherd 
Sister wrapped in God’s love. I have 
loved my vocation as a religious 
from the start. There was no other 
calling for me but to love God.” 

Connie Thompson, RGS

http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
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CELEBRATION OF LIFE

Noreen Sheedy, RGS 
February 12, 1939 – January 24, 2022
Noreen Agnes Sheedy was born 
February 12, 1939, in Detroit, 
Michigan, to the late James Vincent 
Desmond Sheedy and Marie 
Kathleen (nee: Gavin) Sheedy. She 
was one of six children: four girls 
and two boys. 
Sister Noreen said she discerned to 
enter religious life with the help of 
her mother. In her entrance letter 
she wrote, “God has given me three 
bones, a wishbone, which is the 
desire to serve Christ; a funny bone 
that will help me get over the rough 
spots; and a backbone to give me 
courage and will power.   
Sister Noreen entered the novitiate 
of the Sisters of the Good Shepherd 
July 31, 1958.  She made first vows 
November 21, 1960, followed by 
final vows November 21, 1965. 
Sister Noreen had various ministries 
that began with working with the 
girls.  She was the second directress 
at Villa Maria in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. For the rest of her 
ministry with the girls, she served as 
first directress, a position of great 
responsibility.   
In the 1970’s, Sr. Noreen became a 
nurse and began working in the 
infirmary in Fort Thomas, 
Kentucky, as nursing director. She 
loved being a caregiver and 
ministered in the infirmary for 
many years.   
Sister Noreen also loved music. She 
played the guitar and liked to lead 
the Sisters in song. She also loved 
her Irish heritage, and participated 
in dancing and the singing of Irish 
music.  
While in residence at St. Margaret 
Hall she had a music therapist who 

would sing with her regularly before 
the pandemic. After the imposition 
of restrictions to protect the 
residents at St. Margaret Hall, it was 
very difficult for the music therapist 
to reestablish her visits during the 
quarantine.    
Sister Noreen is survived by a very 
attentive family who visited her at 
St. Margaret Hall. She was looking 
forward to going on vacation with 
them to Irish Hills, Michigan.   
Sister Noreen is survived by her 
sisters Kathleen (Dennis) Fobar, 
Mary Christine Sheedy, and brother, 
Martin (Jody) Sheedy, and sister-in-
law Geri Sheedy. She was also loved 
by many nieces and nephews, and 
other relatives. 
Submitted by Gayle Lwanga 
Crumbley, RGS, and Dolores 
Kalina, RGS 
From an interview with 
Jeanette McDermott 
Sister Noreen and I spent a couple 
of hours together over Halloween 
weekend last October. I asked her 
some questions about her calling to 
religious life.  
“I was a singer and dancer and 
performed on stage in high school. 
We did group and folk dances and 
sang gospel, country, and group 
choral. Singing and dancing made 
me feel special. But then I graduated 
and singing and dancing were no 
longer options,” she said.  

Until she went into the convent.  
“One door shut and another one 
opened. The nuns sang. We really 
put our hearts into singing. We sang 
for all of the ceremonies and for 
invitations, and we definitely sang 

for Mass. It was church singing for 
sure. My other calling, other than to 
be a nun, was towards the Church. I 
was using my voice to sing for God,” 
she said. 

Of all her assignments, Sister 
Noreen said she liked her second 
assignment to Grand Rapids best.  

“We had a swimming pool at Grand 
Rapids, and the community of seven 
Sisters was good, really good. 
Vatican II was opening things up, 
and our Superior bought us all 
swimsuits, swim caps, and footies. 
We were well dressed when we went 
into that swimming pool. With the 
closeness we had in community, it 
was hard to ever think of leaving,” 
she said. 

But she did think about leaving 
early on as a Novice. At one point, 
the homesick girl came perilously 
close to running away. She wrestled 
with angels all night long. “I lost my 
courage to leave and gained courage 
to stay another night in the 
convent,” she said.

Noreen Sheedy, RGS

http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
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LEADERSHIP TRAVEL

NAME DATES LOCATION
Full PLT Weekly  

Feb 11, 14, 15
Zoom 
Team building, virtual

Sharon Rose Authorson Feb 3 
Feb 5 
Feb 7 
Feb 12-13 
Feb 18 
Mar 8 
Mar 10 
Mar 31-Apr3

Vows conversation, virtual 
Congregational Chapter Echo for NA region, virtual 
NA Mission-Values Team, virtual 
West Coast area meeting, virtual 
Congregational Chapter Echo for NA region, virtual 
NA Mission-Values Team, virtual 
NA Mission-Values Team, virtual 
LCWR New Leaders Workshop (tentative), virtual

Barbara Beasley Feb 1 
Feb 4 
Feb 5 
Feb 7 
Feb 10 
Feb 12-13 
Feb 18 
Mar 10 
Mar 14 
Mar 31-Apr 3

Religious Formation Conference webinar, virtual 
Online book study on aging and ageism, virtual 
Congregational Chapter Echo for NA region, virtual 
Religious Formation Conference webinar, virtual 
LCWR Region X monthly meeting, virtual 
West Coast area meeting, virtual 
Congregational Chapter Echo for NA region, virtual 
Mission and Values team, virtual 
Financial Advisory Board meeting, virtual 
LCWR New Leaders Workshop, virtual

Gayle Lwanga Crumbley Feb 12-13 
Mar 29-Apr 5

West Coast area meeting, virtual 
LCWR New Leaders Workshop, virtual 

Elizabeth Garciano N/A N/A

Mary Carol McClenon Feb 10 
Feb 12-13 
Mar 10 
Mar 10 
Mar 17-20 
Mar 21-23 

LCWR Region X monthly meeting, virtual 
West Coast area meeting, virtual 
NA Mission-Values team, virtual 
LCWR Region X monthly meeting, virtual 
Los Angeles Religious Ed Congress, virtual 
LCWR Region X Spring meeting, virtual

PLT CALENDAR

PLT calendar continued on next page

http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
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LEADERSHIP TRAVEL

NAME DATES LOCATION
Madeleine Munday Feb 3 

Feb 5 
Feb 7 
Feb 8 
Feb 9 
Feb 10 
Feb 12-13 
Feb 18 
Mar 8 
Mar 10 
Mar 14 
Mar 22-23 
Mar 31-Apr 3 

Vows conversation, virtual 
Congregational Chapter Echo for NA region, virtual 
NA Mission-Values Team, virtual 
DeNeuville Learning Center Board of Directors, virtual  
Catholic Charities of LA, GS Shelter Advisory Board, virtual 
LCWR Region X monthly meeting, virtual 
NA Mission-Values Team, virtual 
Congregational Chapter Echo for NA region, virtual 
NA Mission-Values Team, virtual 
LCWR Region X monthly meeting, virtual 
Financial Advisory Board meeting, virtual 
LCWR Region X Spring meeting, virtual 
LCWR New Leaders Workshop, virtual 

Claudia Palacio N/A No travel/meetings

Christine Truong Feb 5 
Feb 12 
Feb 19 
March 5 
March 12 
March 19 

Teaching students in Saigon, virtual  
Teaching postulants in Saigon, virtual  
Ongoing formation with Sisters in Vietnam, virtual 
Teaching students in Saigon, virtual   
Teaching postulants in Vietnam, virtual  
Ongoing formation with Sisters in Vietnam, virtual

PLT CALENDAR CONT’D

http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
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Contact us 
Sisters of the Good Shepherd 
Province of Mid-North America 
7654 Natural Bridge Road 
St. Louis, MO 63121 
314-381-3400; 314-381-7102 fax  
www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com 

Jeanette McDermott, communications coordinator 
314-399-4028 
jmcdermott@gspmna.org 

Follow us on facebook & Twitter 
www.facebook.com/Sistersofthegoodshepherd 
@GoodShepherdRGS (twitter)

ITEMS OF INTEREST 
Sisters of the Good Shepherd  
Province of Mid-North America 
7654 Natural Bridge Road 
St. Louis, MO 63121

“I want my thoughts, words, and deeds to turn into so many 
voices by which I tell you: I love you!” 

	 	 	 	  St. John Eudes 

PROVINCE CONTACT

http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
mailto:jmcdermott@gspmna.org
https://www.facebook.com/Sistersofthegoodshepherd
http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com

