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Continued on next page                 

Green Corner 
The Season of Creation is an 
ecumenical celebration that 
takes place in many churches 
around the world each year to 
celebrate God’s work in the 
world. It began on September 
1 and runs through October 4, 
with the Feast of St. Francis 
and the blessing of animals. 
This year, the Season of 
Creation celebrates God's gift 
of life by focusing on how 

Continued on p. 17
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province begins with them and each 
of us. The PLT is excited about what 
we can accomplish together if we 
work hard and stay positive. After 
years of preparation in the province, 
it is time for change. Each member 
of the PLT shares her dream for the 
province. 
Madeleine Munday, RGS 
I dream that that we are fostering 
and experiencing community at 
every level, bringing to life the 
dreams we gathered in our 2021 
Province Direction Statement 
to forward the mission of the 
Congregation of Our Lady of Charity 
of the Good Shepherd and witness 
to God’s merciful love. This dream 
includes uniting with the global 
directions of the 2021 
Congregational Chapter. 
Claudia Palacio, RGS 
My dream for the Province is that 
through using the lens of gratitude, 
we will build on the richness that we 
already possess -- living diversity, 
equality, and inclusion in a way that 
make us visible signs of the love of 
God and the presence of His reign in 
our wounded world. For me, 
diversity, equality, and inclusion are 
values rooted in our Christian 
tradition.  
The first Christian communities 
constantly stretched themselves to 
practice such values in their daily 
life and the celebration of the 
Eucharist.  
Today, I feel called, by the events 
experienced in our world and by the 
Congregation’s movement to 
transformation, to deepen the 
meaning and the practice of 
diversity, equality, and inclusion to 
build up just and wholesome 
systems and societies while 
upholding the dignity of the person. 

Gayle Lwanga, RGS 
When I consider my one dream for 
the province, I realize that this is a 
huge undertaking as I have many 
dreams for our province.  
Perhaps I could approach it like the 
Enneagram; I could have a 
dominant dream with a couple of 
wing dreams. Or would an arachnid 
be the best analogy, one dream with 
eight other "leggy" dreams? Yes, I 
think the arachnid analogy offers 
the best way to express my dream, 
in order not to be boxed in too 
much.  
Overall, my dream is that we are 
excited about the future, and that all 
of us feel included, not just 
leadership but all Mission Partners 
(sisters and lay). I dream that we 
will move forward together planning 
and designing a future of hope for 
the people of God.  

After six years on the National 
Religious Vocation Conference 
Board, I remain hopeful that God 
still calls, and that He is calling 
women to be a part of Good 
Shepherd vowed religious life. Let 
us spend some time planning a way 
to receive them that is a life-giving 
process.  
We need a process that allows for 
growth and acceptance, in the same 
way we were received and allowed to 
grow into this big wonderful call 
that Jesus the Good Shepherd 
invited us to share when we gave our 
lives to God.  
I am not leaving out our lay mission 
partners. Let us go forward together 
spiritually. They have gifts to share, 
and we must be open to receive 
them, and to be taught as well as to 
teach. 

Continued on next page
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Mary Carol McClenon, RGS 
I’m not much of a visionary or 
dreamer, so I will focus on one very 
practical desire, which is for Sisters 
in the three provinces of North 
America to get to know each other a 
little bit more. I see this as flowing 
from our Direction Statement call to 
“Work together to develop a vision 
for Good Shepherd North America.” 
It’s hard enough to develop a 
common vision under the best of 
circumstances, but not feeling 
familiar and comfortable with the 
Sisters makes it even more difficult. 
The three PLTs have been meeting 
together and collaborating more and 
more during the recent past. That’s 
a good beginning, but it only 
encompasses 30 or so people. It 
hasn’t reached down into the rank 
and file of ordinary life. 
I myself have had the unusual 
privilege of serving several times as 
the Recording Secretary for New 
York/Toronto Chapters and 
Assemblies, as well as having 
enjoyed week-long visits in 
Carrollton on multiple occasions.  
It means a lot to me to recognize 
names and faces of Sisters from the 
other provinces, but I still don’t feel 
like I can say I know them – and I’m 
probably a little ahead of the curve, 
so we have a lot of work yet to do!  
I don’t know whether it would be 
practical to create a North American 
expansion of our Items of Interest, 
though I would like to see that. At a 
minimum, I’d like to see much 
broader exchange of our respective 
province news updates, newsletters, 
obituaries, program news, and stuff 
in general. I’m also hoping to 
organize some inter-province small 
group Zoom socials and faith-
sharing. 

Elizabeth Garciano, RGS 
As I reflect on our Province 
Direction Statement, my dream is 
that we act fully on the vow of zeal 
in our journey of radical 
transformation. My dream for the 
contemplatives is that we live and 

pray for the salvation of persons, 
especially those served by the 
Congregation. I dream that we 
embrace unconditionally all who 
need the mercy and compassion of 
Jesus the Good Shepherd. 

Continued on next page

2021 PMNA Direction Statement 
We are partners-in-mission - sisters and lay - co-responsible and 
working collaboratively to forward the mission of the Congregation of 
Our Lady of Charity of the Good Shepherd. Zeal for the mission 
impels us to witness to the merciful love of God. It unites us and 
inspires us to bring hope to our sisters and brothers of all colors, 
cultures, and creeds. Our love should awaken in them a sense of their 
worth and dignity as children of God. At the same time, we are aware 
that we receive mercy from them ...  Care for our common home is 
essential to our call.  
At such a time as this (Esther 3:14), we are keenly aware of the pain of 
deep relational division in our  country, world, and church. The great 
disparities in healthcare, housing, food security, employment and the 
rampant discrimination against marginalized persons and groups, as 
well as humanity's deep spiritual longing, compel us to respond. We 
are called to a radical transformation of  heart, mind, and lifestyle. As 
partners-in-mission, we commit to:   

• Personal and communal formation for mission for all. 
• Acknowledge and address racism within ourselves, in our 

structures, and in the wider social context.  
• Take action to address the root causes of injustice in order to 

restore respect, promote equal opportunity for all, and bring 
healing to creation.  

• Collaborate within our Congregation and with other 
congregations/organizations to amplify our voice for social 
justice, broaden the impact of our ministries, and encourage 
new opportunities for service. 

• Work together to develop a vision for Good Shepherd North 
America. 

• Strengthen inclusive, relational, and spiritual leadership that 
draws on the wisdom of all. 

• Support those discerning their call to religious life and 
accompany them in a path forward. 

We go forward with trust in the Spirit of the Good Shepherd, Zeal, 
and the power of prayer.

http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
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More than 200 people were 
“summoned together at the virtual 
table” of the Congregational 
Chapter of Affairs, September 16-17 
and 20-22, 2021. Participants 
signed in as early as 4:00 am CST 
and as late as 7:00 pm AEST 
(Australia) for five hours of prayer, 
presentations and small group 
discussions on the life and mission 
of the Congregation of Our Lady of 
Charity of the Good Shepherd. 
Mid-North America was well-
represented by the presence of 
Angela Aufdemberge, Lizzie Cody, 
Toni Ponder, David Short, and 
Sisters Sharon Rose Authorson, 
Maureen Jenkins, Maureen 
Johnson, Brigid Lawlor, LeeAnn 
Mackeprang, and Madeleine 
Munday, present as delegate, 
invited guest, presenter, facilitator 
or committee member. 
Describing one aspect of her 
Chapter experience, Toni Ponder, 
Mission Partner from North 
America region and PMNA Director 

of Province Administration/General 
Counsel said, “Although we were 
gathered virtually, being in the 
same small groups each day, with 
plenty of time for sharing and 
reflecting, allowed me to feel very 
connected to the other small group 
participants. The liturgy 
committee’s plan of having us all 
create our sacred space and lighting 
our candles together set the tone for 
each day.” 
Images and music were reminiscent 
of those used during the 2020 
virtual Inter-Continental Assembly, 
where many lay and Sister mission 
partners helped develop the agenda 
for the Congregational Chapter. 
Ultimately the Chapter agenda 
focused on radical transformation, 
universal culture of justice, a new 
governance structure, and 
preparing to elect new leaders. 
Faces on the zoom screen and 
languages translated in English, 
French, German, Italian, 
Portuguese, and Spanish reflected 

the congregation’s diversity and 
global scope.  

Sister M. Susana Franco, who 
assumed leadership of the 
congregation following the 
resignation of Sr. Ellen Kelly as 
Congregational Leader earlier this 
year, greeted and welcomed each 
participant. Contact Sr. Madeleine 
at mmunday@gspmna.org for a 
copy of Sr. Susana’s stirring 
opening message and concluding 
remarks. 

The Congregational Assembly of 
Contemplative Sisters (CACS) will 
be held November 1-11, 2021. At 
that time several Contemplative 
Sisters will be chosen as delegates 
to the Congregational Chapter.  

The Congregational Chapter of 
Elections will be held virtually 
November 18-December 5, 2021. 
There will be information available 
in October and November about 
how the congregation can help plan 
that session.

Dreams, Cont’d from p. 3

PROVINCE NEWS

Into the deep of the 31st Congregational Chapter 
By Madeleine Munday, RGS, Mid-North America Province Leader

Christine Truong, RGS 
I dream of becoming a province 
where our listening, faith-sharing, 
and prayers demonstrate our 
hospitality to ministry clients, 
parishioners, friends, and anyone 
else we come in contact with. 

Barbara Beasley, RGS 
My dream for the Province of Mid-
North America is that each one of 
us is a bearer of the Mission. I 
dream that all of us — of all ages, 
capacities, talents and histories — 
appreciate, know, support, and 
affirm one another. I dream that we 
are willing to learn together. I 

dream that we are generative and 
affirming of present and new life for 
the furtherance of the mission. 
Sharon Rose Authorson, RGS 
“At such a time as this” (Esther 
3:14). This is a unique time in the 
spiritual growth of our 
Congregation and Province. We are 
being gifted with a treasury of 
resources. My dream is that we use 
the material presented to us in our 
Province Direction Statement and 
in all that our Congregational 
Chapter will be offering to us.  
I dream that everything we do, 
whether in ministry or prayer, will 

have the focus of Mission and that 
we never lose sight of our global 
realities.  

I hope that we will continue to use 
Contemplative Dialogue in our 
sharing with one another. A line 
that we reflected on in our Chapter 
of Affairs said “Never lose sight of 
our basis for justice being Jesus 
and His values.”   

This could be applied not only to 
justice but to all that we do for the 
“Glory of God and the Salvation of 
Souls.” Then we will surely be on 
our way to radical transformation.

http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
mailto:mmunday@gspmna.org
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Tune into the Exploring Intersections webinar series on 
October 13 for a discussion on food security. Register for 
the online event at  https://bit.ly/3AEUQ2I and learn 
about the panelists at https://bit.ly/3m06WNs. 
The webinar series is a collaboration between Leadership 
Conference for Women Religious (LCWR) Region X and 
the Communicators for St. Louis Catholic Sisters. A 
different webinar topic is presented online every second 
Wednesday of the month. The next webinar is on 
November 10 and explores the topic of restorative 
justice. Register for the webinar at https://bit.ly/
3zGahXd.

Although Mid-North America has no 
specific plan or timeline for vacating 
the Province Center building in 
Normandy, we are beginning to 
prepare for the inevitable transition.   
On September 24, the St. Louis non-
profit Home Sweet Home came to 
pick up a large donation of furniture 
from the fourth floor of the Province 
Center. Home Sweet Home is 
described as being "like a food bank, 
but for furniture."    
Workers gave the Province Center’s 
finicky elevator a hefty workout and 
loaded one and a half moving vans 
with dressers, night stands, chairs, 

desks, tables, box springs and 
mattresses. The moving crew will 
return for more furniture at another 
time when they have more 
warehouse space.   
And what a small world -- the 
mother of the donation coordinator 
for Home Sweet Home, Grace 
Kogbara, worked at Immaculate 
Heart and continues to work with 
the Sisters at Mason Pointe Care 
Center in Chesterfield, Missouri.  
The St. Vincent de Paul Society is 
also in the process of scheduling a 
pick-up for some of the remaining 
furniture at the Province Center. 

LCWR Region X October webinar covers food security

Province Center furniture finds a new home

Year of St. Joseph nearing completion 
As the “Year of St. Joseph” begins to draw to its completion, this is a reminder 
that the book our dearly departed Good Shepherd Sister Louise Sweigart wrote 
about St. Joseph in 2011 is available online at https://amzn.to/3p1pvlI  
The “Year of St. Joseph” commemorates the 150th anniversary 
of St. Joseph being solemnly declared Patron of the Catholic Church by Pope 
Pius IX. The commemoration of this anniversary ends on December 8, 2021. 
“Sister Louise’s sweet book Joseph: A Guiding Light is lovely. Everybody who 
reads it will benefit from it,” said Patricia Marie Barnette. 

https://amzn.to/3p1pvlI
https://bit.ly/3AEUQ2I
https://bit.ly/3m06WNs
https://bit.ly/3zGahXd
https://bit.ly/3zGahXd
http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
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Please note the following changes to the Province 
Directory:  
• Remove Sisters Marilyn Kahl and Ellen Dolan from 

your contacts (may the Sisters Rest in Peace). 
• Sister Rose Kern has been missioned from Vista 

Maria to Mason Pointe.  
• Sister LeeAnn Mackeprang's new cell number is 

314-798-2135.  
• Sister Sharon Rose Authorson has a new email 

address: srose@gspmna.org 
• Add Toni Ponder, Director of Province 

Administration/General Counsel 
tponder@gspmna.org; cell phone 314-397-9436. 

Mark your calendars:  
• October 9 CORA Services 50th birthday 

celebration https://bit.ly/3ERXPXW 

•  October 23 Good Shepherd Shelter Los Angeles 
Virtual Gala. Register at GSS2021.givesmart.com  

Finance changes: Lisa Fox is PMNA’s new Province 
Accountant. She filled the position that Mary 
Schmich held before retiring in August. Sister 
Barbara Haas is now Payroll Specialist. Yolanda 
Camp is wearing the additional hat of Trustee to the 
Christian Brothers Religious Medical Trust. 

PMNA Archivist Monte Abbott will present a 
webinar at a Catholic Archives conference on 
October 6. See story on p. 16. 

The Mission Effectiveness YouTube video series “Life 
and Mission of St. Mary Euphrasia” now contains 
six episodes, including episodes in English, French, 
and Spanish. https://bit.ly/3kEp6Fl  

The deadline for the November-December issue of 
Items of Interest is November 19. 
jmcdermott@gspmna.org

Announcements and News Tidbits

PROVINCE NEWS

Want a PMNA photo directory? Contact Jeanette 
at jmcdermott@gspmna.org

PMNA hires Director of 
Province Administration/
General Counsel
The Province of Mid-North America welcomes Antonia 
“Toni” Ponder as Director of Province Administration/
General Counsel. In this new role, Toni engages directly 
with the Province Leader Madeleine Munday, RGS, the 
Province Leadership Team, Province Administration Staff, 
Sister and Lay Partners-in-Mission, and ministries to 
actively implement the Province's core values and support 
the mission of the Congregation of Our Lady of Charity of 
the Good Shepherd. Day to day, she will have responsibility 
for staffing, operations, human resources, and financial 
functions of the Province.  
Toni has worked in leadership positions in the religious 
nonprofit sector since 2011 and brings significant 
experience to the Province. Most recently, she held a 
similar role for a women's religious congregation based in 
St. Louis, the Society of the Sacred Heart USC Province, as 
Chief Operating Officer and General Counsel. She also 
worked for the Archdiocese of St. Louis as a major gifts 
officer for Catholic schools in the City of St. Louis.  
Toni is a St. Louis native. She graduated from Rosati-Kain, 
an all-girls Catholic high school, and received her 
bachelor's and law degrees from Saint Louis University, a 
private Jesuit research university with campuses in St. 
Louis, Missouri, and Madrid, Spain.  
Toni and her husband Mark live in Brentwood, Missouri, 
with their children Jack (19), Heidi, (19) and Charlize (17), 
and their black Labrador Retrievers Laila and Hershel.
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Good Shepherd Shelter in Los 
Angeles maintained tradition and 
held its annual outdoor barbecue 
this summer for donors, board 
members, volunteers, staff, and 
families who are living or had lived 
at the shelter over the years. Among 
the food and children’s activities, 
there were stories.  
Two former residents spoke about 
their experiences while living at the 
shelter as children and the impact it 

has had on their lives. The teenaged 
sisters, Andrea, 19, and Brenda, 18, 
talked about how the shelter helped 
them understand what healthy love 
and relationships look like, and how 
they learned to appreciate education 
and to challenge themselves. Each of 
the sisters earned scholarships and 
is enrolled in college.  
Hope is the message the young 
women most wanted to convey to 
families currently living at the 

shelter. "I promise you, things will 
get better,”  Andrea Zaragoza told 
them. Their mother, who came to 
the U.S. from Mexico many years 
ago, became a U.S. citizen last year.  
The annual gala is the next event to 
be held at the shelter on October 23. 
The online gala and in-person VIP 
Watch Party will honor Sister Mary 
Carolyn for her service. Items of 
Interest will cover the gala in the 
November-December issue. 

Barbecue brings Good Shepherd Shelter community together

Sister Glynis McManamon has 
artwork placed in some local 
churches in St. Louis, including St. 
Louis Byzantine Mission and St. 
Ann’s Church. She also has three art 
pieces in the exhibit "Who Is God? 
Envisioning Hope,” which opens on 
October 2 and runs through 
November 28 at Gretchen Brigham 
Gallery in the Union Avenue 
Christian Church. Father Terrence 
Dempsey, S.J., founder and director 

emeritus of MOCRA, the Museum 
of Contemporary Religious Art, 
juried the invitational show. The 
exhibition includes 42 works 
displayed from 25 artists. Every 
Saturday the gallery will feature a 
“Who is God” artist at the gallery 
from 12:30 – 4:30. Sister Glynis will 
be featured on November 27. The 
show has staggered viewing in order 
to be ArtSafe. For viewing hours 
visit www.union-avenue.org/agua

Visualizing Hope, who is God?

Day Spring is one of three pieces of 
art that Glynis McManamon, RGS, 
has on exhibit in St. Louis.

http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
https://www.slu.edu/mocra/index.php
https://www.slu.edu/mocra/index.php
https://www.slu.edu/mocra/index.php
http://www.union-avenue.org/agua
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The October exhibit in the online gallery for Good 
Shepherd Arts Center (GSAC) features St. Louis writer 
and mixed-media artist Kate Moore-Freeman. Driving 
Kate’s artistic pursuits are a reverence for ancient artistic 
techniques, a passion for where modern technology can 
take art, and a veneration for common consumer-culture 
waste materials. With "Chonganda's Children,” Kate 
blends her love of plant life, interest in mythology, and 
photo-manipulation skills to better understand the plant 
spirits in her environment.   
GSAC featured Jane Reise's "CHAIRity" collection in 
September. The chairs were donated for a silent auction 
to raise funds for CureSearch, a charity that seeks 
treatments specifically for children with cancer. You can 
see GSAC’s current exhibit and all past art shows online at 
https://goodshepherdarts.org 

Understanding plant spirits, a Good Shepherd Arts Center exhibit

Every woman loves a make-over. As 
a special birthday gift, St. Mary 
Euphrasia received hers after years 
of San Francisco fog, wind, and sun 
took their toll on her beloved outdoor 
statue in the rose garden of Good 
Shepherd Gracenter. 
In August, a few weeks after St. Mary 
Euphrasia’s birthday on July 31, 
Teresa Jimenez-Millas, with the 
generous help of her husband Hugo, 
lovingly removed unsightly wrinkles 
(mold) from St. Mary Euphrasia and 
toned her skin (filled in missing parts 
of her nose). They also gave her an 
updated wardrobe (a fresh coat of 
paint). 
Three other outside statues on the 
grounds also received care and 
cleaning: the Good Shepherd statue 
that greets all who enter the Sisters’ 
property and both the Blessed 
Mother’s statue and St. Bernadette’s 
statue in the outdoor grotto.  
We are so grateful for these 
restorations and for this wonderful 
gift that God has bestowed on us. 

“Gratitude is the memory of the 
heart.” Thank you, Teresa and Hugo! 

Teresa Jimenez-Millas is an objects 
conservator educated in Spain, with 
ten years of post-graduate experience 
across North America and Europe. 
She works as an art conservator 
specializing in objects and artifacts.  
She came to know Good Shepherd 
Gracenter this year while working 
through Tracy Power Objects 
conservator in San Francisco.  
“My husband and I are very happy 
that we could give a hand to preserve 
the statues at Gracenter. We spent a 
fantastic morning in the center and 
enjoyed tea with part of the 
community,” Teresa said.

Gracenter receives birthday gift for Saint Mary Euphrasia 
By Marguerite Bartling, RGS

Photos: Teresa Jimenez-Millas and 
her husband Hugo restore the 
statues at Gracenter.

http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
https://goodshepherdarts.org
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My Vista Maria summer 
By Mary Carol McClenon, RGS

I spent the month of July in Detroit.  
Since I was given the privilege of 
some weeks of transition time 
between the end of my ministry in 
Danville and the beginning of my 
new role as Apostolic Province 
Councilor, I offered to go to Vista 
Maria and give Voice Lessons to 
girls who were interested in singing.   

Among other reasons, I wanted to 
have a direct service experience, 
albeit brief, between my years of 
mostly administrative duties. Also, 
there are a couple of positive things 
about voice lessons for clients. For 
starters, unlike in learning other 
instruments, there is no need for 
introductory basics.  Everyone 
knows how to use their vox humana 
instrument. There is no frustrating 
period of trying to hold it right or 
get your fingers to move properly or 
learning to read music. People may 
or may not be able to match a pitch 
or remember a melody, but they can 
already “play” (= make sounds with) 
their voice. So the student can make 
immediate and sometimes dramatic 
progress from even just a few 
lessons.   
Also, singing is essentially free – no 
need to buy or rent an instrument, 
and for many people, it’s naturally 
pleasurable. Always good to have 
cheap hobbies! Finally, there are 
therapeutic benefits from voice 
work. Just think of the phrase 
“finding my voice.” Although that is 
usually used symbolically, as in, 
“learning how to speak out and 
express my opinions,” there is 
definitely a physical component to 
“speaking up.” Encouraging a girl to 
project, to not be afraid to have 
more volume, to sing with more 
power, and/or to put her own words 

into a song are all ways I can 
promote empowerment. 

I was part of Vista Maria’s “Journey 
to Success” summer enrichment 
program, and I was assigned three 
residents. Each one was vastly 
different from the other -- What a 
typical Good Shepherd panorama! I 
have changed the girls’ names in an 
effort to protect their privacy and 
honor the agency’s client 
confidentiality policies.   
Kari 
The first one I met, Kari, is 17 years 
old, starting her senior year of high 
school. She was finishing her final 
months of residency at Vista Maria 
before going into a supervised 
independent living situation. Kari 
has had some good choir training 
and performance experiences. She 
was excited by the opportunity for 
private voice coaching. She showed 
up for our sessions with her music 
in hand within 30 seconds of my 
arrival in the building, all 17 days of 
my teaching gig.  
We didn’t have a keyboard or a 
studio, so we simply worked a 
cappella, usually for 45 minutes to 

an hour. She learned some patriotic 
songs and hymns, some of which 
were new to her and others which 
she had heard before, and she 
perfected her delivery of a couple of 
spirituals she had learned from the 
radio. Kari was able to give a mini-
recital for her dorm at the end of the 
month. Working with her was fairly 
easy and very gratifying. She said I 
helped her a lot, with diction, 
breathing, and especially with voice 
placement and confidence in her 
upper range. She said, “I learned I 
don’t have to belt it out. I can use 
my head voice.” She had been told 
she was an alto, but I think I 
convinced her that she is a good 
mezzo-soprano. She hopes to be 
able to be in the top choir in her new 
high school.   
Jayda 
My other students were a little more 
challenging for me. Jayda is 14 years 
old and enjoys singing, dancing, and 
putting movements to her songs.  
She has an excellent sense of 
rhythm.  
We mostly worked on what I call 
“performance skills,” things like how 
to walk into the performance space, 
make eye contact, introduce 
yourself, and project your voice. We 
made up tunes for some of her 
poems, and wrote verses for a 
refrain from Sister Act, which states: 
“If you want to be somebody, if you 
want to go somewhere, you better 
wake up and pay attention.”  

That really was a good mantra for 
her. She didn’t have the confidence 
to want to perform for anyone, but I 
think she did enjoy the individual 
attention.   

Continued on next page

Encouraging a girl to 
project, to not be 

afraid to have more 
volume, to sing with 

more power, and/or to 
put her own words 
into a song are all 

ways I can promote 
empowerment.

http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
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MINISTRY NEWS
Summer, Cont’d from p. 9

Brandi  
My third student, Brandi, never wanted to sing. She sees 
herself as a rapper. I don’t have much experience with rap 
and I struggled to find material that would interest her.  
She enjoys writing, and she often came to a session with 
the beginning of a new poem. We sometimes 
brainstormed about rhymes and I tried to encourage her 
to create a story arc with development, climax and 
conclusion.   

We worked on diction, pacing, and tricks for 
memorization. A particular emphasis was on speaking 
loudly enough to be heard. She found this challenging, 
but she did begin to raise her voice above a whisper, so 
that definitely counts as a success. 

The summer at Vista Maria was a deep learning 
experience for me. In my daydreams about working with 
the girls, I envisioned myself as a talented and 
charismatic teacher. I’m a talented singer and a 
competent and conscientious teacher, but charismatic I 
am not. It was hard work and none of it came naturally.  

I am very grateful for having had the experience – and I’m 
looking forward to applying myself to administration 
again this fall. 

Sister Mary Carol has a degree in Music 
Education. Piano was her concentration, but singing is 
her joy. “The neat thing about the voice,” she says, “is 
that there is no frustrating trying-to-train-your-fingers 
beginning period, because we all are born with the 
ability to ‘play’ the vox humana. With Voice, any 
instruction or practice amounts to progress, sometimes 
by leaps and bounds.” 

Mary Carol McClenon, RGS
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Every year in September, 
Metro United Way (MUW) 
sends volunteers to help 
Kentucky nonprofits in a 
seven-county region carry 
out their goals and projects 
as a commitment to 
strengthening communities.  
On September 24, MUW 
sent people, supplies, and 
resources to help 41 
charitable organizations 
with volunteer projects. 
Maryhurst was one of them. 
Ten volunteers helped 
Maryhurst update its 
sensory garden to include more touch and smell flowers, herbs, and other 
plants. The volunteers also helped beautify Maryhurst’s garden with new 
stepping stones.  
Special thanks to Humana and Graphic Packaging for sending volunteers to 
Maryhurst to make an impact for the good of all.

Maryhurst benefits from Metro United Way Day of Action

http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
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There are two main parts to Sister 
Maureen Kunz’s outreach ministry:  
• service to the faith community 

through adult faith formation; 
• service to people in the 

community without adequate 
resources. 

Faith Formation 
Sister Maureen volunteers with her 
parish RCIA team to assist adults in 
their faith formation in Richmond, 
British Columbia, and in Blaine, 
Washington.  
As a team member for the Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA), she helps men and women 
explore Catholicism. Some are new 
to Christianity and some were 
baptized in different Christian 
denominations. Others want to 
prepare to receive sacraments they 
missed when they were younger, like 
confirmation or First Communion.  
Part of a 10-member RCIA team, Sr. 
Maureen said, “I take my turn either 
facilitating adult formation training 
or supporting those who lead small 
formation groups. I also lead 
retreats and prayer experiences at 
Christmas, the beginning of Lent, 
and the day before Easter, when 
participants of RCIA receive the 
sacraments.”  
She also does follow up work with 
participants when needed. For 
example, she meets regularly with a 
newly baptized woman who asked to 
do Bible study. 
“Sometimes people are just 
beginning their faith journey and 
don't have a theological or faith 
formation background. We all try to 
give them the support they need to 

feel confident in doing whatever it is 
they have committed to,” Sr. 
Maureen said.  
Beyond RCIA: praying with 
scripture 
Helping adults understand how to 
pray is one of the aspects of 
formation that Sr. Maureen enjoys 
most. She says learning skills of 
meditation or contemplation can 
open people to prayer experiences 
that they never knew before. 
She believes the point of praying 
with scripture is to experience 
deeper integration into God’s love, 
not to cover any particular number 
of scripture verses. 
“Praying with scripture is not a Bible 
study or intellectual exercise. It is a 

gentle prayer with scripture soaking 
into our minds and hearts. It is a 
simple step-by-step prayer exercise 
with opportunities for specific kinds 
of sharing,” she said. 
Then there’s the Good Shepherd 
dimension. A number of people Sr. 
Maureen encounters in her faith 
formation ministries have 
difficulties in their lives and need 
extra attention. For example, the 
woman in adult formation she does 
Bible study with has serious 
psychiatric diagnoses and is a 
recovering gambling addict. Others 
she works with are recovering from 
domestic violence. Many people out 
there are in real need.  

Continued on next page

Sister Maureen Kunz (center) on her birthday with some of the eight women 
she meets with weekly for adult faith formation.

Adult faith formation and community assistance form Sister 
Maureen’s ministry outreach 
By Jeanette McDermott, PMNA Communications Coordinator

http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
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“We tend not to think of parishes as 
places of suffering. We forget that 
there are people everywhere who 
need the healing touch of the Good 
Shepherd,” Sr. Maureen said. 
“Now I’m starting to work with our 
RCIA team here on the US side of 
the border. This team is not strong 
at all, which is why I offered to help. 
The one long-term team member 
operates out of an old lecture model. 
RCIA is a process of discovery, not 
just a program with materials to be 
studied,” she said. 
It seems that people everywhere 
love faith formation, according to 
Sr. Maureen, who does zoom groups 
in the parish down the street from 
where she lives in Blaine.  
“People love learning and sharing. If 
anyone reading this would like to 
join me in leading faith formation 
zoom calls, let me know,” she said.  
Community Assistance 
Program (CAP) 
In addition to adult formation 
outreach through RCIA, Sr. 
Maureen volunteers at a clothing 
bank which is open three days a 
week and provides clothing, 
bedding, towels, and other fabric 
goods at no cost to people in need. 
Her job is to be one of two or three 
volunteers on a shift who help 
people get what they need, listen to 
their stories, act as a fashion 
consultant, and receive and sort 
donations.  
The clothing bank reopened in July 
after COVID shutdowns. Sister 
Maureen’s hope is that the newer 
and larger facility will allow for the 
clothing bank to expand its services 
to offer educational opportunities 
and provide more personal and 
supportive conversations with 
clients. 

Sister Maureen sees a dichotomy in 
her work as a volunteer. She said, 
“Some of the volunteers I work with 
in the clothing bank have mental 
illness, histories of addiction, 
domestic violence, and other 
problems. There are days when I 
think I do more ministry with other 
volunteers, who often are very needy 
themselves, than I do with clients. 
Sometimes it’s a challenge to say to 
a work partner: ‘You know you 
really do have terrific ideas. And if 
you lower your voice a little and 
listen, people may be able to hear 
you.’” 
And then there are other volunteers 
who are true mission partners who 
give their time out of a desire to 
contribute to the community. “These 
are often people with a faith 
foundation who do this as ministry,” 
she said. 
It’s not always easy for Sr. Maureen 
to work with leadership that doesn’t 
have a background in social services. 
For example, she found it difficult to 
confront a board member recently 
when she overstepped her 
boundaries and had fences to mend. 

"The board member listened to me 
and had an honest conversation 
with the other person who was 
about to quit because of the rift. 
Nobody quit, and the whole team is 
better because of the two women’s 
courage to reconcile,” she said. 

Mission partners everywhere 
Sister Maureen feels blessed to be 
working with women at St. Anne’s 
Church in Blaine who want to make 
a difference in their community and 
the world. All of the women are 
more than a decade older than Sister 
Maureen and have big plans to 
create change and lift people up. 

“Age is not stopping them, especially 
the 93 year old! Talk about women 
of vision and zeal! There are mission 
partners in conversation groups. 
There are mission partners in 
services to the people in need. And 
there are mission partners in 
services to faith formation. There 
are wonderful mission partners 
everywhere,” said Sr. Maureen. 

Contact Sr. Maureen to discuss 
faith formation zoom calls at 
maureenkunz@aol.com

Sr. Maureen, Cont’d from p. 11

mailto:maureenkunz@aol.com
http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
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The National Advocacy Center of the Sisters of the Good 
Shepherd welcomed 2021-2022 Good Shepherd 
Volunteer Erin Hood on August 30. Erin hails from 
Redmond, Washington. She drove across country to give 
a year of service to the Good Shepherd Silver Spring 
office, where she will expand NAC’s capacity. The air 
conditioning in her car went out mid-trip, so we were 
already impressed with her resilience before she arrived. 
Erin comes to NAC with a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Humanities with an Art History Concentration from 
Loyola Marymount University (Los Angeles, CA). She has 
experience researching and monitoring federal 
legislation, and a heart for social justice.   
Building on the Good Shepherd Volunteer orientation, 
Erin continues to learn about the Good Shepherd and 
NAC missions. She has jumped into the work with both 
feet, joining an interfaith coalition focused on domestic 
and sexual violence, a racial equity working group, and a 
coalition focused on criminal justice reform. 
Erin is particularly drawn to international human rights 
issues, so she also is developing relationships with 
congressional offices that are most focused on the 
harrowing situation in Myanmar, where Good Shepherd 
has a presence. 
Some of Erin’s advocacy for women who experience 
domestic violence will be featured in October, Domestic 
Violence Awareness Month.  While a concern year-round, 
October is a particular time for all of us to speak out about 
domestic violence, build awareness, and support 
survivors of this devastating but all too common problem. 
Most importantly, Erin already has begun her outreach to 
Good Shepherd agencies. In her introductory letter to the 
organizations, she promoted the recently expanded Child 
Tax Credit program, a long-standing priority of NAC and 
other child/family-centered advocacy organizations (see 
sidebar).   
The first installment of the monthly Child Tax Credit 
payment, issued in July, lifted 3 million kids out of 
poverty, according to a Columbia University study.   
As word of the program continues to reach more families 
and they learn how to register, its impact will only 
increase, strengthening our communities and bettering 
our nation’s future.  
Erin looks forward to meeting individually with each 
agency to ensure that NAC’s advocacy efforts reflect their 

particular needs and concerns.  In the meantime, NAC 
will continue to enjoy Erin’s energy and thoughtful 
responses to our shared advocacy priorities. And did we 
mention that she also bakes? 

Erin Hood is drawn 
to advocacy work for 
international human 
rights and women, as 
well as baking. 

Child Tax Credit 
Families that don’t earn enough money to file federal 
income taxes can receive from $3,000-$3,600 per child, 
per year. Some people may not know they are eligible to 
receive the funds. The federal government has created an 
easy-to-use tool to assist non-filers in signing up for the 
Child Tax Credit. It’s called GetCTC. It's mobile-friendly 
and has resources in English and Spanish, with more 
languages on the way.  
Details and handouts are available on the NAC website at: 
https://www.gsadvocacy.org/child-tax-credit.html 
The tool also can be used to receive missing stimulus 
payments, regardless of whether the person has children. 
Please help spread the word.

GSV Erin Hood Joins National Advocacy Center 
By Fran Eskin-Royer, Executive Director, National Advocacy Center

http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
https://www.gsadvocacy.org/child-tax-credit.html
https://www.povertycenter.columbia.edu/news-internal/monthly-poverty-july-2021
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The Good Shepherd community in 
Danville, Pennsylvania, held an 
installation party in September to 
welcome Sr. Mary Catherine Massei as 
Local Leader. Sr. Mary Catherine 
replaced Sr. Mary Carol McClenon who 
moved to St. Louis after being elected as 
a councilor to the Province Leadership 
Team.  
“We had a simple gathering with 
homemade oatmeal cookies and ice 
cream. We are happy that Sr. Mary 
Catherine is with us and we pray for a 
blessed mission for her,” said Sr. 
Patricia Marie Barnette.

The convent grounds in Danville are ripe for the 
picking … apple picking, that is. Fresh, juicy apples 
hanging from the trees call out to Sister Carmen 
Flores, RGS (lower left), inviting her to pluck a 
bounty of pure ripe goodness for Sisters to peel, 
dice, boil, and bake into applesauce, apple pie, 
apple crisp, and more. One word sums up the 
season’s activity: DELICIOUS!

Danville welcomes  
Sister Mary Catherine

Sister Mary Catherine Massei is welcomed to Danville in style — with four 
flavors of ice cream and an exuberant video game of Wii.

Picking apples in Danville

http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com


s i s t e r s  o f  t h e  g o o d  s h e p h e r d  ~  p r o v i n c e  o f  m i d - n o r t h  a m e r i c a       S E P - O C T  2 0 2 1

i t e m s  o f  i n t e r e s t                                          w w w . s i s t e r s o f t h e g o o d s h e p h e r d . c o m  1 5

CELEBRATION OF LIFE

Marilyn Kahl, RGS 
September 29, 1935 – August 12, 2021
Sister Marilyn Ann Kahl was 
born September 29, 1935, in 
Lodi, Ohio, to Charles Kahl and 
Marian Knopf Kahl. She was the 
oldest of three children, and is 
survived by her sister Mrs. Joan 
Oboyski and husband Dave, and 
her brother Tom Kahl and his 
wife Patricia. She is also 
survived by nieces and nephews. 
Sister Marilyn entered Our Lady 
of Charity of the Good Shepherd 
Sisters in Baltimore, Maryland 
in 1953. She made first vows on 
February 11, 1956, followed by 
final vows on August 22, 1959.  
Sister Marilyn had a beautiful 
voice and sang in the Singing 
City Choir in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. The choir 
traveled to Rome and Russia, as 
well as other countries in 
Europe. She was known as a 
“Community Sister” — one who 
pitches in, in all aspects of religious life.   
Sister Marilyn’s father Charles Kahl was a carpenter. 
Often, when he came to visit Sr. Marilyn, he would be 
drafted into repairing or building something in the 
convent. Sisters were always surprised by the professional 
appearance of the finished product. 
A faithful member of Holy Cross Church in Atlanta, 
Georgia, Sr. Marilyn made many friends. She belonged to 
a lunch club which developed into a morning prayer 
group, where she and other Sisters taught parishioners to 
pray the Psalms before daily Mass. Sister Marilyn also had 
yearly Christian Seder meals on Holy Thursday that were 
well attended by Holy Cross parishioners. 
Sister Marilyn had the gift of being present. When she was 
with you she gave her full attention and always engaged in 
meaningful conversations. Her sister Joan and brother-in-
law were able to be with Sr. Marilyn before she passed. All 
of our Sisters who are residents of St. Margret's Hall were 
able to spend time with Marilyn, talking to her and 
praying for her. She will be missed by the Good Shepherd 
community at St. Margaret Hall and the entire province. 

Sisters  gave Sr. Marilyn great 
comfort toward the end of her 
life. May she rest in peace and 
rise in glory. 
Submitted by Gayle Lwanga 
Crumbley, RGS 
Personal remembrances 
Mary Carol McClenon 
Marilyn was a person who put 
down roots and established deep 
connections wherever she lived. 
She was from Ohio, but for some 
reason, (good luck for us!) she 
didn't enter in the Cincinnati 
Province but in the East.  
She spent some of her early 
Good Shepherd time working in 
the residential program at 
Lourdesmont. She broke her 
back there in a toboggan 
accident with the girls, but 
rehabilitated valiantly. She 
earned a Master's Degree in 

Social Work and spent about 15 
years working at the Bethesda program in Philadelphia, 
which provided long-term housing for homeless men. As 
the residence manager, she enjoyed working second shift 
(3-11 pm).  "Her men" loved her and were especially 
touched by her care for them. Generally speaking, most of 
the men ran out of money and food stamps after about 
three weeks each month. Marilyn made sure there were 
casseroles available to tide them over through that bleak 
fourth week. 
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Marilyn Kahl, RGS

Sister Marilyn devoted 
years to researching 
the genealogy of her 
mother and father. She 
bound her findings in 
book form for family 
posterity. 

http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
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Sr. Marilyn, Cont’d from p. 15

Dorothy Doyle 
My personal experience with Marilyn was life-giving from 
the first moment we met. We were on the transition team 
for several months before our four provinces merged into 
the Province of Mid-North America. She remained a life-
giving sister to me over the years. We shared prayer, 
spirituality, and laughter. We took walks together, played 
table games, and built memories as we shared our life 
experiences. The final months of her life were very painful 
for me, as I felt helpless in being able to relieve her pain 
and memory loss. Her journey to new life was long. 
Memories were a pleasant place for her.      
Christine Truong  
Sister Marilyn came to Atlanta to help me when I first 
started Good Shepherd Services, somewhere around 1996 
and 1997. She helped me with the after-school program 
for children from Vietnam and China. Sister Ann Marie 
Solomon was with us, too. Marilyn knew we needed more 
help, so she began recruiting retired parishioners who had 
many skills to assist us. She worked very hard and very 
patiently those three years.  
I remember one day a boy asked Marilyn to finish his 
homework for him so he could go outside to play. 
Vietnamese parents often do the work for their children so 
the kids can play. But not Sister Marilyn. After the boy 
asked her to do his homework, she came up with a new 
rule that nobody could go outside to play before doing 
their school work first. She taught those kids discipline 
and the importance of education.  
She was very much one to help others. In the three years 
she was with GSS, she helped 80 kids. Those children are 
all grown now and many of them are very successful. One 
man, who was six years old at the time, now has two kids. 
He came to GSS recently and asked if he could volunteer 
to be in charge of the whole center for youth. Some of the 
children Marilyn influenced are now bankers and lawyers. 
I believe they became successful because of the good start 
in life she gave them. She taught them English and helped 
them develop values and important life skills that shaped 
them as they grew up.  

To this day, Marilyn’s former kids are faithful to Good 
Shepherd Services. GSS had a reunion with Marilyn five 
years ago. Many men and women who knew her as small 
children came back to see her. They were all so happy to 
see her, and she was delighted to see them. They knew her 
immediately but she didn’t recognize any of them because 
they had all grown up into adults. But that didn’t stop 
anyone from having a good time together and sharing 
happy memories of a long time ago.

PMNA Archivist to present webinar on Catholic collections 
Monte Abbott will present a webinar on October 6, 2021. The subject of his presentation will center on his 
experiences as a lay staff archivist visioning and building for religious archives a secure future beyond the lifetime 
of the religious institute that created those records. Learn more about the webinar at https://bit.ly/3maDOmK

Sister Marilyn went to Japan for one year after leaving 
GSS Atlanta in the year 2000. She taught English to 
young Sisters from Vietnam who were missioned to 
Japan. The Sisters were fond of her and doted on her, 
making sure her experience in Japan was memorable.

https://bit.ly/3maDOmK
http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
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God created us as humans with 
unique gifts and abilities that make 
us all different from one another. 
During this special time, many 
churches and communities have 
hosted events for people to live out 
their faith through environmental 
stewardship. Learn more at https://
seasonofcreation.org/

Global warming and what you can do 
to help reduce it  
By Jeanette McDermott, PMNA Communications Coordinator 

Climate crisis describes the negative effects of human-induced global 
warming by emitting greenhouse gases into the atmosphere. The trapped 
heat increases temperatures. This can lead to rising sea levels and increased 
frequency of extreme weather events. Climate catastrophes contribute to 
economic losses, loss of biodiversity, and food insecurity. 
Pope Francis has been outspoken on the issue of global warming since he 
released his encyclical Laudato Si in 2015. He has consistently used climate 
crisis and Laudato Si to educate the world about the need to take care of 
Earth, our common home. On September 7, 2021, the pope’s plea for the care 
of creation was echoed in an unprecedented joint statement by more than 200 
medical journals warning that the rapidly warming climate is the greatest 
threat to global public health. On the same day, U.S. President Joe Biden 
sounded the alarm on climate. He said, “This is code red: The nation and the 
world are in peril. And that’s not hyperbole. That is a fact.” 
IPCC Report released in August 2021 
These dire statements came on the heels of the new IPCC Climate Report that 
was released on August 9, 2021. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) is the United Nations’ body for assessing global warming. It 
provides information to governments, who then use the information to 
mitigate the effects of climate change. IPCC reports are widely accepted as 
accurate representations of what we can expect from our environment over 
time if we continue doing business as usual. The 2021 report claims that if we 
don’t change our ways, temperatures could rise by four degrees Centigrade or 
more by 2100 and alter life on Earth as we know it.  

Continued on next page

Plant-Based Treaty 
We all have a role to play in the 
challenge of climate change. It starts 
with living in solidarity with Earth. 
The Plant-Based Treaty is a landmark 
international treaty and the first of its 
kind to put food systems at the heart 
of combating the climate crisis.  
The Plant-Based Treaty strives 
toward a more sustainable world 
without deforestation for plant 
cultivation and emissions from 
animal agriculture. The treaty 
suggests that a vegan diet is the best 
way individuals can personally 
contribute to tackling climate change 
while also shifting to a healthier way 
of eating to reduce obesity, heart 
disease, and other illness and disease.  
Animal agriculture is one of the most 
destructive forces on Earth. It strips 
non-humans of their autonomy and 
forces humans into traumatic and 
degrading jobs. It degrades soil, 
creates masses of water pollution and 
greenhouse gas emissions, and is the 
perfect breeding ground for 
pandemics. Sustainable plant-based 
agriculture is more beneficial for 
ecosystems, harms no animals, and 
improves human health and 
wellbeing. Learn more about the 
Plant-Based Treaty at  https://bit.ly/
3mxtlUr 
Find more climate change facts and 
science resources at https://bit.ly/
3kBFkil

https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/downloads/report/IPCC_AR6_WGI_Full_Report.pdf
https://bit.ly/3mxtlUr?fbclid=IwAR2LJ5qyNNra5Y5rMSQ7716A5oS2HA5b5th7TCTmuwOVSpGuhCeWyYzDnks
https://bit.ly/3mxtlUr?fbclid=IwAR2LJ5qyNNra5Y5rMSQ7716A5oS2HA5b5th7TCTmuwOVSpGuhCeWyYzDnks
https://bit.ly/3kBFkil
https://bit.ly/3kBFkil
http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
https://seasonofcreation.org/
https://seasonofcreation.org/
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The nearly 4,000-page IPCC 
report was released ahead of the 
2021 United Nations Climate 
Change Conference (COP26), where 
leaders from 197 countries will meet 
to accelerate actions to combat the 
global climate crisis. COP26 will be 
held from October 31 – November 
12, 2021, in Glasgow, Scotland.   

Irreversible effects 
Scientists on the intergovernmental 
panel say there are just 12 years left 
before global warming reaches a 
threshold that could trigger 
irreversible effects for people and 
ecosystems across the planet.  
We would lose all coral reefs, most 
animal species, and much of our 
best farmland to drought and 
desertification. Extreme heatwaves 
would kill millions of people and 
animals, and flooding from sea level 
rise would displace hundreds of 
millions more.  
Economies of many countries 
would be devastated by damage 
caused by climate-related disasters 
such as floods, droughts, and 
wildfires. The world’s poorest 
regions are likely to suffer most, 
even though they have contributed 
little to causing the problem. 
Headline warnings 
Daily headlines confirm the severity 
of the climate crisis and warn of 
impending doom if we don’t change 
our attitudes and alter our lifestyles 
immediately. Recent headlines are: 
• Federal officials declared the 

first-ever water shortage on the 
country’s largest reservoir — 
Lake Mead, amid a historic 
decades-long "megadrought" in 
the region 

• Rain falls at the summit of 
Greenland Ice Sheet for the first 
time on record 

• Greece is burning, Russia is 
burning, Washington State is 
burning, California is burning, 
British Columbia is burning ... 

• California’s dry season is turning 
into a permanent state of being 

• Climate change is draining the 
world’s lakes of oxygen 

• The Himalayas are melting  
What you can do 
Some impacts of the climate crisis 
are irreversible, especially in polar 
regions and oceans. Other impacts 
could be slowed or stopped if we 
limit emissions rapidly and 
decisively. To prevent total 
catastrophe, we need to reduce 
emissions by 7.6% every year until 
2030. We can all become a part of 
the solution to reduce our personal 
carbon footprint by immediately 
adopting four easy practices: 
1. eat less or no meat, as animal 

agriculture contributes to one-
fourth of total greenhouse gas 
emissions; 

2. drive less to reduce 
consumption of fossil fuels; 

3. reduce energy usage; 
4. reduce consumption and re-

use or recycle items instead of 
throwing them away whenever 
possible. 

These small changes add up quickly 
when enough people get involved. 
"It's time to create the world we 
want to see,” says GREENPEACE 
USA. Here are some additional 
concrete actions we can take: 
• Sign the Catholic Petition 

demanding that political leaders 
take action. 

• Learn about climate change, such 
as the new report by Laudato Si 
Movement that reports on 

Central Banks that still fuel the 
climate crisis. 

• Stay informed at Say it with 
Science and share what you learn 
by using the hashtag 
#climatecrisis on social media. 

• Join the online Catholic Climate 
Covenant community where you 
can join thousands of Catholics 
and other faith communities who 
are taking steps toward living 
more sustainably and making 
their voices heard in support of 
environmental justice. 

Stand in solidarity 
Solidarity is one of the seven virtues 
rooted in the Catholic faith. It calls 
for Catholics to recognize our 
shared humanity so that we see the 
good in others and help them in any 
way possible, even if it means 
sacrificing personal comfort. When 
living out solidarity, we help others 
flourish and grow into their full 
potential. We are able to live out 
our faith and make a difference for 
the future of our common home 
and generations to come.  
Creighton University and Catholic 
Climate Covenant held an online 
conference in July to inspire 
Catholics to more deeply integrate 
the “Laudato Si’ Action 
Platform” and its climate change 
teaching into eight areas of the U.S. 
Catholic Church:  
1. adult faith  
2. advocacy 
3. creation care teams 
4. energy management 
5. higher education 
6. liturgy 
7. school education and  
8. young adult ministry 
Joan Spiering, RGS, attended the 
conference and reported on her 
experience on the next page.

http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/
https://thecatholicpetition.org/?source=reg-comms-en&fbclid=IwAR2cr9zF93NB32cmud74I_iQtqnDqwg_qModWDZtw_FPIdA_2_OjIKQkGVQ
https://bit.ly/2X4i6s3
https://bit.ly/2VQXZ03
https://bit.ly/2VQXZ03
https://catholicclimatecovenant.org/
https://catholicclimatecovenant.org/
https://laudatosiactionplatform.org/
https://laudatosiactionplatform.org/
https://laudatosiactionplatform.org/
https://www.creighton.edu/catholicclimate/
https://www.creighton.edu/catholicclimate/
https://www.creighton.edu/catholicclimate/
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A Good Shepherd slant on climate change, gleanings from a 
Catholic conference 
By Joan Spiering, RGS

Creighton University and Catholic 
Climate Covenant co-sponsored a 
jam-packed, gem-packed virtual 
conference from July 13th-15th, 
2021. The more than 2,700 
attendees heard from church 
leaders, including Cardinal Cupich 
of Chicago, plus educators, 
scholars, professors, ministry team 
members, and activists. 
In August, the United Nations 
Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change issued their report 
(see global warming article on p. 
21). The report landed in the heart 
spaces of Good Shepherds 
everywhere.   
Hottest month recorded 
With July 2021 being the hottest 
month in recorded history, those 
who have no easy way of cooling 
themselves — refugees at the 
border, elders living alone without 
air conditioning, farmworkers 
harvesting summer crops, children 
in refugee camps, people living on 
the streets— the left out and left 
alone members of society, those to 
whom Good Shepherd is most 
committed all over the world, all of 
these and more cry out for a 
Shepherd’s care.  
These people really matter to Good 
Shepherd people, whether we are 
involved directly in serving their 
needs or not, they are our people.   
Dr. Phil Sakimoto, University of 
Notre Dame, said there are five 
million deaths each year from 
extreme heat or cold. He cited the 
need for immediate, rapid and 
substantial actions. He said there 
are estimates pointing to 200 
million climate refugees by 2050. 

Roger Ingersoll, a retired engineer 
from Texas, calls the work on behalf 
of mitigating the worst effects of 
climate change a “holy work.” Now, 
that’s Good Shepherd language.  

Patrick Barredo, another speaker at 
the Climate Change Conference, 
said, “We need to do the work and 
not wait for our leaders.” 

”Yes, climate change is a political 
issue, and it has a moral context,” 
said theologian Katherine Wright. 

What we can do 
Pulling a blanket over our heads is 
not an option.  So what can we do?
Here are some ideas: 
• Track with the Good Shepherd 

National Advocacy Office to 
reinforce their efforts in speaking 
and writing to national 
representatives. 

• Keep your own state senators and 
representatives’ contact 
information at-hand for easy 
reference. 

• Have one-on-one conversations 
with people about your climate 
change concerns. 

• Talk to people about Laudato Si, 
Pope Francis’ letter on Care for 
Our Common Home.   

• Listen to those whose views are 
different from yours. Find out 
what  matters to them. You may 
learn you have common ground. 

• Ask your pastor to preach on 
creation care. (There are dioceses 
with action plans on creation 
care.) 

• Ask your diocesan bishop or other 
ministry leaders for public moral 
support. 

• Join a creation care team in your 
parish or volunteer to start one. 

• Ask young people about their 
concerns for the world they live in 
and will lead in a few years. 

• Write a blip about your little bit in 
the Green Corner of Items of 
Interest. 

You and I have a part to play in the 
solution, and everyone’s 
contribution is needed. (Pope 
Francis, Laudato Si) 
Addendum 
The aim of the 3-day conference in 
July was to amplify the country's 
response to Pope Francis' 2015 
encyclical Laudato Si. Climate 
Covenant debuted a new website — 
godsplanet.us — at the conference 
to coordinate and promote U.S. 
involvement in the platform.  
Dr. Phil Sakimoto is director of 
the sustainability studies minor at 
the University of Notre Dame.  
Roger Ingersoll is a retired oil 
industry engineer at Exxon-Mobil 
who has studied climate science for 
more than 30 years. 
Patrick Barredo has worked with 
the United Nations for more than 
20 years on how climate change 
affects people around the world. 
Katherine Wright is an author 
and theologian who has been 
studying the intersection of faith 
and climate change for more than 
20 years. Learn more about her 
work at https://bit.ly/2XZutX1 

Read more about the conference 
“Laudato Si' and the U.S. Catholic 
Church” at https://bit.ly/3C8v9rz

GREEN CORNER

http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
https://godsplanet.us/
https://bit.ly/2XZutX1
https://bit.ly/3C8v9rz
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Catholic Sisters in Myanmar raise their voices against 
nation’s military oppressors 

ACROSS BORDERS

The world began paying attention to Myanmar (formerly 
Burma) last October when the nation’s Buddhist majority 
began a campaign of ethnic cleansing against Rohingya 
Muslims. The world watched in horror as the military 
junta overthrew the Myanmar government and began 
systematically killing people. 
In an article she wrote for Global Sisters Report, Jane 
Nway Nway Ei, RGS, penned the words, “Suddenly my 
heart was beating loud, my eyes were searching for an 
accurate news source, my mind was working hard, 
repeating, ‘This is not true!’”  
But it was true. At 9 a.m. on February 1, 2021, national 
television news reports confirmed that the democratically 
elected government of Myanmar had succumbed to an 
illegal military coup. Today, communities increasingly are 
taking up arms to protect themselves against the 
relentless campaign of military violence.  
Myanmar’s democracy continues its steady decline into 
dictatorship with human rights violations and migrant 
camps springing up all across the country. Many people 
now live in extreme poverty. Others attempt, and often 
fail, to escape through boat crossings in risky waters and 
at dangerous land borders. 
Tensions throughout Myanmar’s history 
Myanmar has been wrought with political tension for 
centuries, since Mongols under Kublai Khan conquered 
the land in 1287. The British colonized the area in the 
1800s and the Japanese invaded it in World War II. The 
Burmese military took over in 1962, creating one of the 
most repressive regimes in the world. For 26 years, the 
people of Myanmar were isolated from the rest of the 
world.  
In 1975, ethnic tensions combined with rebellion against 
the military government to create regional minority 
insurgents. According to the BBC, the government 
declared in 1982 that anyone not indigenous to Myanmar 
was an "associate citizen," stripping them of rights. 
In 1988 the people elected a democratic party to lead 
them, but the new leaders and supporters were arrested 
and thousands of them brutally killed. The mass killing of 
civilians forced the people to accept military dictatorship 
for 23 more years.  
Ethnic and religious tensions between Myanmar's 
minority groups and its Buddhist majority continued over 

the years. In 2017, refugees recounted tales of military 
beheadings, torture, rape, and burning villages to the 
ground. Newspapers reported that much of the violence 
was “flamboyantly brutal, intimate and personal — the 
kind that is detonated by a long, bitter history of ethnic 
hatred.” 
The U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights, Zeid 
Ra’ad al-Hussein, described the government operations 
as “a textbook example of ethnic cleansing.” 
Despite international condemnation, the military 
campaign grew and Buddhist nationalism surged. 
Myanmar’s persecution of the Rohingya 
Myanmar’s population is made up of many different 
ethnicities and cultures. The Rohingya is of greatest 
consequence. The stateless ethnic group has been seeking 
refuge in Myanmar and neighboring Asia ever since 
Bangladesh expelled them 25 years ago. 
The Rohingya were once welcomed in Myanmar as 
economic migrants and even citizens. But they are now 
outcasts because many people fear they will eventually 
outnumber those who can pass for Burmese ethnicity. It 
is estimated that there are fewer than one million 
Rohingya left today. 

 Continued on next page

St. Francis Xavier Sister Ann Nu Thawng kneels in front 
of police and soldiers during a protest in Myanmar after 
a military coup overthrew the democratically elected 
government on February 1. (Myitkyina News Journal)

http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
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ACROSS BORDERS

Love of God in Myanmar 
As the country churns in political turmoil and poverty and 
refugee camps become widespread, international aid 
organizations are providing immunizations and clean 
water to prevent disease. Catholic religious Sisters are 
increasing their charitable and humanitarian services. 
"Hunger is not only the problem our people face: they are 
afraid, they are traumatized, their spirit is broken by 
street violence," said Cardinal Charles Bo of Yangon 
during a recent homily. 

For Good Shepherd Sister Jane Nway Nway Ei, the 2021 
military coup is like a bad dream. She said,  

“I still do not want to believe it is true. But this 
time I am not afraid to raise my voice. The day I 
was writing this — March 4 — was the second day 
in Yangon and Mandalay that the military air 
force was throwing tear gas and bombs into the 
crowds and nearby houses. Snipers shot 
protesters in the head and chest, and volunteer 

health workers were arrested and tortured for 
supporting the people. These tactics are not 
merely cracking down on protests; they are 
deliberate killings — crimes against humanity. 
Throughout Myanmar, people are strongly 
condemning the killing and torture, calling for an 
end to all brutality. I long for a mighty power to 
make this all disappear. 
The people do not have any weapons and neither 
do we. But we do have power. We have hope and 
we have a way to reach toward freedom, peace 
and justice through God. I firmly believe that 
freedom will prevail in Myanmar! Justice will 
prevail in Myanmar!” 

The Sisters in Myanmar ask us to accompany them in 
prayer for the restoration of peace and unity and to 
restore democracy in the nation.  

Written by Jeanette McDermott from articles compiled 
online and an interview with Jane Nway Nway, Ei, RGS

East-Asia Province Leader Rebecca Kay Thi Oo, RGS, and 
Jane Nway Nway Ei, RGS, responded candidly when 
asked how Good Shepherd Sisters are coping with the 
political situation in Myanmar. 

In the words of Sr. Jane Nway Nway Ei, RGS  
“People are facing two crises: political unrest and COVID. 
We have taken a lead role in providing online healing 
sessions and trauma counseling and are doing the best we 
can to lessen people’s stress.  
Our work takes place online because movement is 
restricted. We are not free to travel to our ministries to 
serve people because of COVID lockdowns and military 
curfews.  
Armed soldiers attack and remove people from the streets, 
even when curfew hours are not in effect. They target 
people between the ages of 20-40 who are in crowded 
places and near airports. Sometimes they attack minors 
under the age of 18. We have to be prudent in our 
movements. We keep a low profile to stay safe so we can 
continue to carry out services to the people.  
Despite facing great difficulties, we are reaching people. 
Good Shepherds do not respond to violence with violence. 

Continued on next page

Good Shepherd Sisters give updated report on Myanmar

http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
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Helping each other in community is 
one of our strengths.  
It is September 2021, and days have 
passed on a killing field, both in 
towns and in the cities. Loss and 
grief are sounding for mercy, but it 
seems the brutal actor and the 
contributors are deaf and blind to 
caring about the deaths of the 
innocent.  

The killing field that is recorded in 
history is being repeated today in 
Myanmar. People here are in 
prolonged agony waiting for proper 
action that can stop the hostile 
violence. We love Justice. We love 
Peace. We love our country and 
want to save it for future 
generations.  
Seeking protection, pleading for 
help, and putting an end to abuse 
and violence are not just for the sake 
of Myanmar, but for all of humanity. 
Violence is violence no matter where 
it takes place. Love for freedom 
keeps the people of Myanmar 
hopeful and trusting that we will be 
a happy nation that practices 
democracy forever. We will win the 
fight! The God of Justice is with us!” 
In the words of Rebecca Kay 
Thi Oo, RGS 
“The people in Myanmar are facing 
a double crisis at this moment: civil 
wars and the third wave of COVID. 

Living under a military junta, the 
whole country is under house arrest 
and freedom of movement is 
restricted. People are not able to 
move around freely. Anyone, 
including religious — priests, nuns, 
and monks — can be detained by the 
military at any time for helping 
people.  
People in many areas are in hiding 
due to the civil war fighting between 
locals and the military. We cannot 
predict when the conflict will be 
over so that people can return 
peacefully to their hometowns. 
People are becoming exiles in their 
home country. We are suffering 
mercilessly and are in the hands of a 
group of people who robbed the 
nation of its democratic power. 
People who get COVID have 
nowhere to go for treatment.  
Soldiers are killing the volunteers, 
social workers, and front line 

workers, or putting them in prison, 
where they are treated badly. 
Hundreds of people are dying every 
day from COVID. People are in 
helpless situations.  
The young people have lost their 
future, especially as the present 
situation continues. Due to the 
collective violence, the people of 
Myanmar are experiencing the kind 
of severe trauma that could lead to 
mental illness and psychological 
disorder.   
In addition, we are experiencing 
monetary inflation. The prices of 
everything have gone up. The 
military regime that took control of 
our democratic government cannot 
sustain the economy. If the 
economic crisis persists, there is a 
danger of mass hunger in 
Myanmar. Many people in war-torn 
areas are already living without 
basic needs.”

We love Justice. We 
love Peace. We love 

our country and 
want to save it for 

future generations. 
Jane Nway Nway Ei, RGS

Myanmar update, Cont’d from p. 21

Children in Myanmar during happier days, before the military junta 
overthrew Myanmar's democratic government on February 1, 2021, and a 
civil war followed.

http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
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See stories on next page

International Day of the Girl Child 
October 11, 2021

This summer the Generation Equality Forum launched five-
year commitments for bolder solutions to gender inequality. 
While the pandemic has accelerated digital platforms for 
learning, earning, and connecting, there are some 2.2 billion 
people below the age of 25 who still do not have internet 
access at home. Girls are more likely to be cut off. But the 
gender digital divide is about more than connectivity. Girls 
are also less likely than boys to use and own devices and gain 
access to tech-related skills and jobs. 

Gender inequality and the digital divide
On October 11, in a candid conversation among girl 
activists, UN agency representatives, leaders, and 
private sector stakeholders, girls will share how they 
are impacted by the digital divide. 
They will engage in meaningful dialogues around 
existing innovative solutions and additional 
resources they need to be able to fully engage in an 
ever-increasingly digital-dependent world.  
The discussion will also provide space for key 
stakeholders to share how they are using their 
influence to close the gender digital divide.  
The virtual roundtable will take place on October 11, 
2021, from 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM CDT. 
Registration 
The United Nations Working Group on Girls is 
hosting the girl-led conversation. Registration is 
free, but you must register by October 10, 2021, to 
participate. Register at https://bit.ly/3meDwve 
Read more about the global gender digital divide at 
https://uni.cf/3D3Z197

https://forumgenerationegalite.fr/en
http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
https://bit.ly/3meDwve
https://uni.cf/3D3Z197
https://www.un.org/en/observances/girl-child-day
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In a country that still favors the birth of a son, Piplantri village 
in Rajasthan, India, embraces daughters. The village saves girl 
children and the environment by planting 111 fruit trees every 
time a girl is born. The tradition ensures that an increase 
in human population will not come at a cost to the 
environment.  
The villagers take care of the trees to ensure they bear fruit. 
For example, they plant aloe vera around the trees to protect 
them from termites. Aloe vera products provide a source of 
livelihood for villagers while the plants keep termites at bay.  
The girls treat the trees planted on their birth as their 
siblings. Every year, two days before a cultural  festival where 
girls honor brothers, girls decorate the trees and vow to protect 
them. 
When a girl child is born, village residents collect money 
between themselves and the girls’ parents. The money is put 
into a fixed deposit bank account for the newborn girl. Parents 
are legally bound by a signed affidavit stating that their 
daughter will receive proper education and that the money 
cannot be withdrawn until the girl turns 18.  
The affidavit also mandates that the girl should be married 
only after she reaches legal age and the trees planted after her 
birth have been properly looked after and cared for. 
The unique tree-planting tradition began when the village 
leader’s 14-year-old daughter died from dehydration during a 
severe seven-year drought. Since her death 13 years ago, the 
village has planted nearly a million trees.  
Now a lush forest, the fruit trees of diverse species and age are a source of beauty, sustenance, and growth for the girls and 
the village as a whole. Piplantri, once a nondescript drought-ridden village in Rajasthan, is now a well-known model village 
which has won national and international accolades. 

Celebrating the girl child in Rajasthan, India 

There is no place in the world where 
girls and women experience total 
equity and equality. Even before the 
onslaught of COVID-19, one in 
three women and girls reported 
experiencing sexual and physical 
violence, and half of women and girls 
live in situations where they are 
denied decision-making and choice 
about their own bodies and health. 
Nearly one in five girls are married 
before age 18, and 132 million girls 
don’t attend school. On the current 

course, it will take another 136 years 
to close the global gender gap. Girl 
Up is a global movement of 
empowered girl leaders who are 
advancing gender equality in more 
than 120 countries through 
leadership development training, 
organizing, advocacy, and 
communications. They set out on a 
course of action 11 years ago to make 
a difference in the lives of girls with 
the motto “When girls rise, we all 
rise.” Read more https://girlup.org/

Global movement empowers girls 

https://girlup.org/
http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
http://www.treehugger.com/natural-sciences/connecting-the-dots-population-growth-consumerism-biodiversity-loss-tangled-together.html
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ACROSS BORDERS

Joyce Meyer, PBVM, serves on the 
board of the Good Shepherd 
International Foundation (GSIF) 
and is the international liaison to 
women religious for Global Sisters 
Report (GSR). In August, Sister 
Joyce wrote an article for GSR that 
features a new study about Good 
Shepherd’s' work with girls in Asia 
and the Pacific.  
The study is titled A Good Shepherd 
Practitioner Understanding of Girls 
Rights' Attainment. GSIF and Good 
Shepherd Province Australia New 
Zealand co-sponsored the study. 
Study centers on Good 
Shepherd ministries 
“Focus on girls is not a surprise 
because it has been the Sisters' focus 
since the 1820s, when they were 
founded,” said Sr. Joyce.  
What makes the study unique is that 
the data comes from on-the-ground 
practitioners working in Good 
Shepherd social service and 
education ministries in 19 countries.  

The study focuses on the issues 
experienced by girls 18 years of age 
and under in Asia. It gives voice to 
what girls themselves want to tell 
the world about their lives and how 
they want to be involved in bringing 
about solutions. 
“Even though they (the girls) know 
it will not be an easy road, they want 
to be on it. So often, adults think 
they know what girls need, but the 
study revealed something different. 
Girls themselves know what they 
need. They want their voices heard, 
and they want opportunities to use 
their power to change things,” Sr. 
Joyce said. 

Sister Joyce believes that making the 
study available will increase the 
power of girls' voices worldwide and 
hopefully lead to increased 
collaboration of those committed to 
keeping girls at the forefront of 
human rights discussions, “not only 
throughout Asia and the Pacific, but 
worldwide,” she said. 

Read the complete story about the 
new Good Shepherd study at 
https://bit.ly/2XzFEoW

Good Shepherd launches new study on girls in Asia and the Pacific 

A girl is married against her will 
every two seconds. The website Too 
Young To Wed portrays child 
marriage, a practice that devastates 
one in three girls in the developing 
world where girls as young as six 
years old are forced to marry.  
Child marriage is a human rights 
violation that is commonplace in 
dozens of countries, even where 
laws forbid the practice. Learn 
what is being done to end child 
marriage and what you can do to 
support a girl today.  
https://tooyoungtowed.org/main/
index

Child Marriage

https://admin.goodshepherd-asiapacific.org.au/Assets/Files/2021%20GSAP%20Research%20on%20Girl%20Child%20Rights%20Attainment.pdf
https://admin.goodshepherd-asiapacific.org.au/Assets/Files/2021%20GSAP%20Research%20on%20Girl%20Child%20Rights%20Attainment.pdf
https://admin.goodshepherd-asiapacific.org.au/Assets/Files/2021%20GSAP%20Research%20on%20Girl%20Child%20Rights%20Attainment.pdf
https://bit.ly/2XzFEoW
http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
https://tooyoungtowed.org/main/index
https://tooyoungtowed.org/main/index
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ACROSS BORDERS
COVID impacts vulnerable Good Shepherd communities abroad
The global pandemic crisis we are still facing has 
worsened the conditions of poverty, isolation, and 
discrimination in the fragile communities where Good 
Shepherd programs are deeply rooted. As the pandemic 
rages on, creating even more inequalities and social 
injustice, the Good Shepherd mission has become 
especially critical. For example: 
• As the pandemic in Asia Pacific continues, girls and 

women in poverty are increasingly at risk of being 
trafficked and exploited. 

• In Latin America, thousands of women have lost their 
income, and cases of domestic violence and abuses 
against women and girls have surged. 

• In Africa early marriage and child labor have increased, 
and food insecurity and malnutrition are affecting the 
most marginalized children and their families. 

• People in the Middle East are struggling to meet their 
basic needs for food and healthcare, while in Lebanon 
half the population now lives in poverty. 

With the help of global partners, Sisters have assisted 
more than 85,000 people with food packages and 
hygiene kits, health care, psychological support, and 
basic services to families. Sisters and partners are 
reviewing plans, revising activities, and reallocating 
resources to continue efforts to protect and empower 
women, girls and children. 
But more help is needed for Good Shepherd Sisters and 
Mission Partners to mitigate the impact of COVID in the 
most vulnerable communities where Good Shepherd 
works. Donations are needed and welcomed.  
Visit the GSIF Solidarity for Resilience Project to support 
those beyond our borders who are in greatest need.

New cadre of Good 
Shepherd Volunteers in 
place for 2021-2022 
Good Shepherd Volunteers (GSV) is a North America 
inter-province ministry that connects recent college 
graduates to one-year, full-time volunteer opportunities 
serving women, children, and adolescents who are 
affected by poverty, violence, and neglect.  
GSVs are placed in Good Shepherd ministries in New 
York, New Jersey, Philadelphia, and the Washington D.C. 
area. Fields of voluntarism include public policy and 
advocacy, economic justice, youth counseling, foster care, 
and education. Developing relationships with Good 
Shepherd clients and under-resourced communities 
empowers volunteers to grow in a knowledge and faith 
that inspires them to lead a life of seeking justice. 
Good Shepherd Volunteers range in age from 21-30. 
Their full-time volunteer commitment is for one year of 
service working 40 hours per week. The volunteers live in 
community with one another. During their service year, 
they receive a small stipend and practice the four tenets 
of social justice, simplicity, spirituality, and community. 
This year’s cadre of seven volunteers completed orientation in August and are now serving in Good Shepherd ministries. 
The volunteers will document their experiences throughout the year in a blog they maintain at https://
www.gsvolunteers.org/blog. Meet Erin Hood, the GSV for the National Advocacy Center, on page 13. 

2021-2022 GSVs and Staff. Read about them at https://
www.gsvolunteers.org/who-we-are

https://www.gsif.it/solidarityforresilience/
http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
https://www.gsvolunteers.org/blog
https://www.gsvolunteers.org/blog
https://www.gsvolunteers.org/who-we-are
https://www.gsvolunteers.org/who-we-are
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LEADERSHIP TRAVEL

NAME DATES LOCATION
Full PLT Weekly Zoom

Sharon Rose Authorson Nov 1-11 CACS, virtual

Barbara Beasley Oct 5 
Oct 12-13 
Nov 4-7

CCZ  

LCWR Region 10 Fall Meeting, virtual 

Religious Formation Congress, virtual

Gayle Lwanga Crumbley Oct 4 
Oct 12 
Oct 12-13 
Nov 11-12

Cross-Congregational Zoom call 
DeNeuville Learning Center Board, virtual  
LCWR Region 10 Fall Meeting, virtual 
National Black Catholic Congress, Baltimore 

Elizabeth Garciano Oct 4 
Nov 1-11

Cross-Congregational Zoom call  
CACS, virtual

Mary Carol McClenon Oct 4 
Oct 12-13 
Oct 26-29 
Nov 4-7 
Nov 15

CCZ, virtual 
LCWR Region 10 Fall Meeting, virtual 
RCRI Conference, virtual  
Religious Formation Conference, virtual 
Financial Advisory Board meeting, virtual

Madeleine Munday Oct 1  
Oct 4 
Oct 5-8 
Oct 12 
Oct 12-13 
Oct 18 
Nov 1-11 
Nov 16 
Nov 15 
Nov 18-Dec 5

DeNeuville golf tournament, Memphis 
Cross-Congregational Zoom call  
Communicators Conference, Memphis  
DeNeuville Learning Center Board, virtual  
LCWR Region 10 Fall Meeting, virtual  
National Advocacy Center Advisory Board, virtual  
CACS, virtual  
DeNeuville Board Retreat, Memphis 
Financial Advisory Board meeting, virtual  
Congregational Chapter

Claudia Palacio N/A No travel/meetings

Christine Truong Oct 2 
Oct 9 
Oct 13 
Nov 6 
Nov 13

Workshop with students in Vietnam, virtual  
Teaching postulants in Vietnam, virtual  
Interview with Quest pledge Drive, virtual 
Workshop with students in Vietnam, virtual  
Teaching postulants in Vietnam, virtual 

PLT CALENDAR

Season of Creation began on September 1 and runs through October 4,  
with the Feast of St. Francis and the blessing of animals. See story on p. 1

http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
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Contact us 
Sisters of the Good Shepherd 
Province of Mid-North America 
7654 Natural Bridge Road 
St. Louis, MO 63121 
314-381-3400; 314-381-7102 fax  
www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com 

Jeanette McDermott, communications coordinator 
314-399-4028 
jmcdermott@gspmna.org 

Follow us on facebook & Twitter 
www.facebook.com/Sistersofthegoodshepherd 
@GoodShepherdRGS (twitter)

ITEMS OF INTEREST 
Sisters of the Good Shepherd  
Province of Mid-North America 
7654 Natural Bridge Road 
St. Louis, MO 63121

“As long as universal love does not exist among 
us, we are sitting in darkness and in the shadow 
of death.”  

	 	 	 	  St. Mary Euphrasia 

PROVINCE CONTACT

http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com
mailto:jmcdermott@gspmna.org
https://www.facebook.com/Sistersofthegoodshepherd
http://www.sistersofthegoodshepherd.com

